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Introduction

With the release of the Youth Status Report in 2009 entitled Promise or Peril?, Sharek Youth Forum made the deci-
sion to regularly issue youth reports so as to monitor changes on the major issues a�ecting young people and 
their future.  It never occurred to anyone at the time that the region was about to witness dramatic changes that 
would not only a�ect the youth sector, but also whole communities and entire nations.

Within this context, in the spring of 2011, Sharek Youth Forum prepared a report entitled Winds of Change…Will 
they break down walls of oppression?  The report addressed the mobilization of Palestinian youth in the context 
of Arab Spring.   Sharek did not taken any position toward either the Palestinian or surrounding changes.  Rather, 
it maintained a balanced stance, supporting demands for freedom, justice and dignity and denouncing the use 
of violence and coercion.

The duality of the meaning of Promise and Peril within itself directs the Winds of Change.  That is to say that youth 
possess the potential to harness their future and to reject conditions which rob them of a decent life.  In the case of 
Palestine, it could lead them towards liberation and development.  Hence this most recent report has been entitled 
The Future is Knocking, picking up where the Promise and Peril left o�. Before deciding on the themes of this report, 
a discussion about the geographical and demographic fragmentation imposed by occupation emerged.  Palestine 
exists beyond what has become known as the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.  All Palestinian people, and Palestinian 
youth, belong to the land, the history and the liberation struggle regardless of where they live. Sharek Youth Forum 
is cognizant of the fact that in order to produce a comprehensive status report on Palestinian youth, it would need 
to take into consideration Palestinian youth residing outside of Palestine as well.  Sharek did so in this report by 
including the views of Palestinian-Israelis and young Palestinian refugees from Lebanon and Syria1.  

Sharek has extensive experience working with young people and addressing a wide array of youth issues.  Sharek 
is therefore aware that assuming homogeneity among the youth sector will bring about skewed results and 
hence unsuitable strategies which will only lead to the marginalization of di�erent groups of this sector.  It is 
necessary, therefore, to understand the di�erences and disparities among young Palestinians.

Many factors have been taken into consideration for this report and include:

1 Palestinian refugees from the Nakba of 1948 and later wars �ed to the neighboring Arab countries of Lebanon, Syria and Jordan.  Others found a 
life further a�eld in the Gulf States, South America and North America.  To research and produce this report, Sharek worked with youth organiza-
tions based in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan.   Due to the delicate context in Jordan at the time of writing, it was di�cult to also include the views of 
Palestinians living there.  The sections on Syria were able to be produced prior to the serious escalation of violence there, which sadly have since 
a�ected and threatened the lives many of the Palestinian refugees in Syria.
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•	 Geographical Distribution: Identifying the distribution of youth over di�erent geographic areas, and the 
speci�c problems and challenges they face in each area, including factors such as proximity or distance from 
learning opportunities, employment, well-being etc…

•	 Economic Situation: Youth distribution among di�erent economic classes and the realities and challenges 
they face.

•	 Political Situation: The political reality including the occupation, repression, open democracy and other fac-
tors that present unique challenges and therefore lead to di�erent needs.

•	 Social reality: The societal culture and environment that determines the extent of social openness or isola-
tion experienced by youth.

•	 Religion: Religious a�liations lead to di�erent realities depending on the teachings of the faith one belongs 
to and according to how observant one is of religious doctrine.

•	 Disability:  The unique obstacles faced by the young men and women who have a disability.   
•	 Gender:  Young men and women face a di�erent reality as a result of community perceptions and expecta-

tions, among other issues.

The vastness and diversity of potential topics necessitated the careful selection of subjects on which to focus in 
this report.  It is important to note that the selection or omission of a particular theme does not make it more or 
less important than others.  

The present report consists of two sections. The �rst section deals with the reality of young people in Palestine, 
i.e. the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Jerusalem. The section contains four chapters. The �rst chapter focuses on the 
economic realities of youth, in particular the issues of poverty and unemployment.  The second chapter focuses 
on lifestyle, in particular health and social relations.  The third chapter covers youth participation and youth 
attitudes about some key political issues.  Finally, the fourth chapter presents the issues of education and infor-
mation technology. The second section of the report provides overviews about the reality of Palestinian youth 
living in Palestine 19482, along with the those residing Syria and Lebanon, and who are still considered refugees.

Sharek Youth Forum Board of Directors

2 Palestine 1948 is the term used to refer to what is present-day Israel.  1948 refers to the year of the Nakba or ‘catastrophe’, which is the war in which 
approximately 750,000 Palestinians were forced into exile or �ed from approaching Jewish military groups.   Palestinians who �ed did so assuming 
they would return to their rightful homes once the violence subsided and it would be safe for them to return.  Many Palestinians took nothing more 
than the clothes on their back, some food and the key to their front door.  Sixty-�ve years have passed and, to this day, those Palestinians have not 
been able to  return to their homes.  In fact, over 450 Palestinian villages have been completely destroyed.  The children of those original refugees 
still live in refugee camps across Palestine, and in camps in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.  Some others are internally displaced Palestinians (IDPs), who 
lost all claims to their homes and land and became IDPs in other communities in what has since become Israel.
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Section One:

Palestinian Youth in the 
occupied Palestinian territory 

Th
e 

St
at

us
 o

f Y
ou

th
 in

 P
al

es
tin

e 
 2

01
3

8
Th

e 
St

at
us

 o
f Y

ou
th

 in
 P

al
es

tin
e 

 2
01

3
8



Executive Summary

Youth and Economic Conditions

High rates of unemployment and poverty among youth
All recent data still indicates high rates of poverty and unemployment in Palestinian society in general and among 
youth in particular.  More than one third of Palestinian youth are unemployed, with the highest unemployment 
rate among young people with higher education.  In fact, nearly half of all graduates (diploma and higher) are 
unemployed.  PCBS (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics) reports that 25.7% percent of Palestinians lives in 
poverty, in relative poverty or deep poverty3, and nearly one quarter of Palestinian youth are classi�ed as poor.  
Poverty rates are higher in the Gaza Strip with 38% living in poverty, compared to 18.3% in the West Bank.  

One cannot simply focus on the quantitative data of poverty without making attempts to understand its various 
dimensions.  Poverty deprives individuals of freedom and opportunity, curbing the potential of young people to 
develop their capacities, reach their personal goals and contribute to their communities.  Furthermore, feelings 
of frustration, desperation and uselessness not to mention the threats to human dignity generated by poverty 
and unemployment lead to social ills such as violence, crime and drug abuse.   More young people also emigrate 
in order to seek a better standard of living. 

Youth workers are exploited and subjected to racial discrimination in the Israeli labor 
market and lack of pay equity and nepotism in the Palestinian labor market
The economy of Palestine was more strongly linked to that of the occupying power since the war of 1967.  This 
has had a damaging impact on the production and manufacturing sectors, of Palestine, pushing tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians to seek employment in the Israeli labor market, both within Israel and in the illegal Israeli 
settlements.  This report attempts to expose their su�ering, exploitation, abuse of rights and the racial discrimi-
nation they face.  

The experience of young workers in the Palestinian labor market demonstrates that a large proportion of them 
are subject to working conditions which do not meet with basic occupational safety requirements.  In addition, 
there is no pay equity, wages do not meet basic needs (60% of young people are not satis�ed with their income 
level), and there is discrimination in recruitment based on age and gender.   Nepotism in hiring practices is also 
an obstacle.

High level of borrowing and debt among young people  
Given the di�cult economic situation in Palestine, many people resort to borrowing from banks as a way to over-
come �nancial di�culty or in order to purchase major or luxury items.   Results show that 95% of respondents 
currently borrow from banks and lending institutions, which are the principal lending sources representing a 
source of loans for 46 % of youth.

The majority of youth prefer to establish their own business if they had the necessary 
capital
The majority of unemployed youth would prefer to establish their own business.  The ratio of those who aspire 
to establish a private business reaches 62%, but only 17% have been able to achieve their business initiative.  
The main impediment youth face in realizing their goal of starting up a business is the lack of su�cient capital.

3 According to PCBS, for a family of 2 adults and 3 children in 2012 the relative poverty line was 2293NIS and the deep poverty line was 1832NIS.  
Statistics released on the Eve of International Population Day 11/07/2012. 
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Youth and Lifestyles

The youth of Palestinian society: A wasted potential
The proportion of youth (15-29 years old) in Palestine has reached 29.8% of the total population.  Such a youthful 
society brings with it great potential.  Youth could be a force to advance society when the social, economic, po-
litical, legislative, and educational sectors embrace the di�erent capacities of youth and include them in leading 
the nation towards achieving national and community objectives.  On the other hand, without such investment 
and involvement of youth, this potential could go to waste and threaten the attainment of these objectives.

Youth health constitutes a central pillar of human development
Health determinants in general and among youth in particular cannot simply be regarded as abstract health 
issues to be handled by the health system alone.  Poor health and health inequalities are caused by the inequi-
table distribution of income, opportunities, services and the social and economic disparity and are in�uenced by 
a host of political and economic determinants at the national and global levels.  

Negative health indicators 
While the incidence of infectious diseases has declined, non-communicable diseases such as mental illness, dia-
betes, heart disease and cancer have actually increased.  

The rate of smoking among youth reached about 15%, and as high as 28% among the male youth population.  
According to the young people interviewed, especially those in Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip, drugs have be-
come a serious problem.  Many of them believe that the occupation has led to increased drug abuse among 
youth.  In Gaza, youth report that the prevalence of certain drug use (such as Tramadol) has been dramatically 
on the rise since the disastrous siege of Gaza began.  

The issue of disability has not yet been addressed from a human rights’ per-
spective.

Family and social relations  
Family and social relations are still based on the concept of paternalism and the unequal distribution of familial 
power.  As a result, there are di�erences in opportunities for individuals to access employment and education, 
among others. Paternalism is still exercised and based on dynamics of power and authority, which include vari-
ables such as age, gender, social class, family size and even institutional and party hierarchy.

Youth Participation and Political Opinions 

Reduced membership and increased disappointment of young people in political fac-
tions and civil organizations 
The majority of young people (73%) have stated that they do not belong to any political factions.  They have 
expressed their disappointment and loss of con�dence in these factions, especially for their inability to end the 
state of division, put aside their narrow self-interests, and allow sectors of society, especially youth, a priority in 
their programs.  Also, with the exception of youth organizations (38% membership), there is a decrease in youth 
membership in various community organizations.  Young people, especially those residing in Jerusalem, have 
stated that most of their involvement in political and community activities are in response to the occupation, 
regardless of the degree of con�dence in their institutions.
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Representation, the state and democracy and sweeping youth support for Palestinian 
resistance as a strategy
It has been reported by 42% of the youth surveyed that none of the existing political forces in Palestine represent 
the Palestinian people, as opposed to 33% of youth who consider the PLO as the legitimate representative of 
the Palestinians.  Furthermore, 60% of the youth surveyed believe that it is not possible to establish a Palestinian 
State in Palestine, but that if a state is established, only 52% of them want a democratic system.  The majority of 
young people have also expressed their support for resistance in all its forms, especially popular resistance, as a 
strategy for freedom from the occupation.

Youth activism:  Uncertain direction and emergent experience
With low rates of involvement in partisan and societal institutions, youth (individuals or groups) have resorted to 
seeking out other channels to express their political and social views.  This has resulted in a number of activities 
and manifestations organized by youth movements.  However, there is still a lack of clear objectives, priorities 
and strategies for action.

Youth, Education and IT

Education as knowledge and development
Investment in education is one of the most important elements of sustainable development in Palestinian soci-
ety.  Various development studies note that the e�ectiveness of development in times of con�ict comes mainly 
from investment in human resources and strengthening the role of social capital. Therefore, investment in youth 
requires reassessing educational elements, namely:  infrastructure, teachers, students, curricula and educational 
methods.

Information technology: A new space for creativity
The information technology sector is able to withstand the e�ects of occupation and is a low cost investment.  
However, investing in information technology, which could develop into a competitive market, depends on 
available skills and capabilities in the labor force.
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Methodology

The team working on this report adopted a participatory methodology, combining qualitative and quantitative 
research tools.  

The main statistics relating to or a�ecting youth are based on data provided by PCBS, in collaboration with 
Sharek Youth Forum.  Throughout the reporting period PCBS has provided the team with the latest data, adding 
some analytical variables to raw data at the request of the working team.

Statistical Overview about Youth in Palestine
Young people make up a vital sector in society, particularly as they represent such a high per-
centage of the total population.  Youth enable sustainable development and the building, plan-
ning and development of future leadership.   It must be noted that young people are among 
those most vulnerable to social, economic and environmental factors.

Studying the characteristics of youth (15-29 years) in Palestine is important because of the 
uniqueness of Palestinian society.  Palestinians have been a�icted with great su�ering as a re-
sult of protracted Israeli occupation and the absence of national independence.   Young people, 
who constitute close to 30% of the population, are deeply a�ected by the continued Israeli viola-
tions, on a psychological and social level.  Some are pushed to the point of leaving their home-
land and seeking a better life elsewhere.

According to Ms. Awad, the Head of PCBS, empowering decision-makers and directing their at-
tention to issues concerning youth requires providing them with statistical indicators and data 
that may serve the goals of development as well as improve the living conditions of young peo-
ple in the areas of health, education, culture, recreation, the economy and in the promotion of 
their political and social participation.  Since the second intifada, which erupted in September 
2000, the quality of life of the Palestinian people has continued to deteriorate as a direct result 
of Israeli policies such as closing o� communities from one another, imposing a blockade and 
curfews, destroying infrastructure of public service sectors etc…  These oppressive measures 
have all led to a decline in the socio-economic, environmental and political conditions in Pales-
tine.  The unemployment rate has doubled, poverty has worsened and human security has been 
lost.  The most vulnerable groups are youth, children, women and the disabled.  The situation of 
these sectors of the population are studied with the aim of providing up-to-date data about their 
current reality in order for policy makers and planners to set priorities, draw plans and modify 
development programs.

The survey for this report was conducted with 1851 young people in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Jerusalem. 
The development of the survey was carried out as follows: 

•	 Questionnaire design: The questionnaire was prepared by Near East Consulting in collaboration with 
Sharek Youth Forum. It was carefully prepared and took into account the unique characteristics of Pales-
tinian society.  The questionnaire was piloted by telephone on a random sample of young Palestinians to 
verify its clarity and consistency.  Modi�cations were made based on the results of the piloted surveys. 
Questions about family structure and the household were included to facilitate analysis about income 
levels and poverty.
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•	 Sample selection and data collection:  The survey was conducted between June 17 and June 21, 2012.  A 
total of 1851 young people were selected, 905 of whom were interviewed by telephone and 946 of them 
were interviewed directly in the �eld. The target age group was males and females aged 18 to 30. Those sur-
veyed by telephone were selected randomly from the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and East Jerusalem through 
the use of switchboards from all areas including villages and camps.  Timing was chosen in a way to assure 
the attendance of all family members.  Accordingly, the interviews took place between 9 am and 9 pm.  As 
for �eld interviews, questionnaires were �lled by sending �eld researchers from Sharek Youth Forum to the 
�eld.  All surveyors underwent training to ensure consistency in survey techniques.

•	 Data examination and processing: All data were examined.  Data cleaning was carried out and data entry 
was closely monitored to minimize error.   

•	 Data analysis:  Data analysis was based largely on a number of pertinent questions, and the overall results 
were classi�ed according to three key variables: gender, refugee status and region (i.e. West Bank, Gaza Strip 
and Jerusalem).

Demographic and Social Characteristics of the Survey Sample
Of those surveyed, 74% live in the West Bank, 20% in the Gaza Strip and 6% in East Jerusalem. 

As for gender, males constituted 45% of those surveyed and females made up 55%.

Within the three geographical areas, 50% of the surveyed youth live in cities, 34% in villages and 
16% in refugee camps.  In addition, 44% of the respondents are refugees and 56% of them are 
non-refugees.

The results also show that 11% of the respondents are unemployed and 30% of them work part-
time, while 34% work full-time.  Twenty percent study full-time and 6% are dedicated to house-
keeping, these being females in almost all cases.  

As for those employed, the results show that 31% of respondents work in the private sector and 
the same percentage are employed in governmental, civil, international or academic agencies, 
7% are traders or have their own businesses, and 31% are employed in vocational professions. 
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Expert opinions were collected via in-depth interviews or from written contributions.  Experts include decision 
makers from governmental, civil or youth institutions, or specialized researchers in speci�c topical areas.  Their 
views and opinions are included throughout this report.

Focus groups were conducted across Palestine.  The groups were as follows:  four groups in Jerusalem -- the Old 
City, Silwan, Mount of Olives and Abu Dis;  four groups in the south West Bank-- Hebron, Bethlehem, Ithna and 
Nouba; three groups in central West Bank -- Ramallah city, Ramallah refugee camps and Sal�t; seven groups in 
the northern West Bank: Tulkarem, Nablus city, Askar refugee camp, the villages south of Nablus, Jenin, Jenin 
camp and Arrabah; and six groups across the Gaza Strip:  Rafah, Khan Younis, Jabalya, Gaza City, El-Maghazee 
and Ashate’ Camp, for a total of 24 focus groups.  In all, about 226 young people participated in these focus 
group discussions.  All participants were between the ages of 15-30, representing various social segments and 
groups: school and university students, graduates, school leavers, laborers working in various sectors, unem-
ployed youth, refugees and non-refugees, and youth of di�erent economic backgrounds.
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Chapter 1:

Youth and Economic 
Conditions
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1.1 Introductory Remarks4

Empowering youth is essential to improve their quality of life and increase their opportunities.  This requires, 
however, the provision of institutional, legal, socio-economic and political incentives to encourage their involve-
ment in various sectors in order to in�uence and bene�t from them.  Their economic participation is particularly 
e�ective as it reduces unemployment through development policies linking the needs of society and the labor 
market to education and training.  This enables youth to �nd suitable jobs to ensure a decent life for themselves 
and their families.  Youth economic participation is also vital for responsible and active citizenship.  It makes 
youth a powerful force for development and change.  Economic empowerment boosts their con�dence, increas-
es their involvement in their communities, and their ability to act and in�uence development so as to achieve 
the goals of young people on a personal and community level.

One of the main challenges facing youth on an economic level is the high unemployment rate, especially among 
the highest educated.  This is due to the general poor economic performance and the growing population 
whose needs are not being met. Furthermore, gender inequality in hiring practices leads to an unequal distribu-
tion of quality posts between men and women. For youth in particular, there are additional challenges related 
to building education and training programs in which they can be actively engaged.   The lack of employment 
opportunities for young people is having a detrimental impact, contributing to increased poverty among the 
economically vulnerable and also to increased emigration among those who are educated and have specialized 
skills. The absence of an e�ective system and policies to address these issues means that these and other prob-
lems will remain unresolved and are likely to worsen.

Despite all these factors, one cannot say that the situation as a whole is completely hopeless.  On the contrary, 
there have been many achievements made in the past years.  However, these achievements remain incomplete 
since the root problems remain unresolved.

The following table, based on Sharek’s White Paper, Youth Employment Action Plan 2011, speci�es �ve main 
causes of youth unemployment among Palestinian youth and factors that maintain it.  These are elaborated 
further in this section.

4 The introductory remarks were based on the Palestinian Youth Employment Action Plan (2011), prepared by Sharek Youth Forum, and an interview 
conducted with the economic expert Dr. Nasr Abdul Karim, in September 2012.
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Poor Economic 
Performance Gender Inequality

Exclusion from 
Entrepreneurial 

Opportunity

Education and 
Training

Barriers Created 
by the System

•	 Economic struc-
ture

•	 Dependence on 
foreign aid

•	 Lack of access to 
markets

•	 Underinvestment
•	 Technological 

development
•	 Import Restric-

tions 
•	 Land Seizure
•	 Cost of living
•	 Skills and training

•	 Traditional roles 
and attitudes

•	 Lack of clarity of 
women’s roles 
and underem-
ployment

•	 Economic per-
formance and 
structure

•	 Lack of a�ordable 
business develop-
ment services 

•	 Lack of access to 
�nance

•	 Lack of  access to 
markets

•	 Skills and training
•	 Closed networks
•	 Bureaucracy and 

legislation
•	 Culture and at-

titudes
•	 Capital and tech-

nology 
•	 Competition

•	 Gap between 
education and the 
labor market

•	 Economic struc-
ture

•	 overly academic 
courses

•	 Cost
•	 expectations of 

youth
•	 Infrastructure and 

investment
•	 Lack of services

•	 Absence of a 
comprehensive 
national youth 
policy Poor repre-
sentation of youth 
in society

•	 Lack of services 
devoted to youth

•	 Competition 
among NGOs
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Certainly the occupation is regarded, both directly and indirectly, as a destructive factor for the natural evolution 
of Palestinian society, and disables it from resolving structural problems. The Palestinian economy relies heavily 
on the Israeli economy.  An example is the reliance on work opportunities in Israel.  While the occupation is the 
main cause for the majority of the economic problems plaguing the Palestinian economy at present depen-
dency on foreign aid, very much due to the occupation, is another factor.

The occupation is also the central obstacle to the establishment of new businesses.  In the Gaza Strip in par-
ticular, the occupation prevents new small businesses from succeeding as it is nearly impossible to procure the 
materials and machinery needed due to the blockade.  In the West Bank, these resources are available but with 
limited trade potential, as the economic decline resulting from the Israeli imposed separation of areas  and secu-
rity and movement restrictions impede any business activities launched.  

There are also restrictions on investment in the regions, especially in Area C5, which constitutes nearly two-thirds 
of Palestinian land in the West Bank.  This means Palestinians are deprived of the available natural resources 
including water, particularly aquifers which are located in these areas.

Not only is the occupation impeding economic growth and prosperity, which is impacting the ability of youth 
to build their future, but the occupation also restricts access to education.  As a result of movement restrictions 
imposed by military checkpoints and other Israeli measures, the daily journey for any young person to reach 
their university, which may be less than an hour away, may take hours due to delays at checkpoints.  This means 
precious time is wasted and makes studying much more di�cult than it needs to be.

In addition to the occupation, poor economic performance is a main factor for disabling the e�ective and pro-
ductive economic participation of the young.  The Palestinian economy is a small economy which lacks diversity 
and a labor-intensive manufacturing base to absorb the large number of new entrants to the labor market. 
Added to this is the inability to access new markets at the local level due to security restrictions imposed by the 
Israeli authorities, consumer preference for imported goods and weak investment opportunities in advanced 
technology. Furthermore, supply constraints represent a complex problem caused by the occupation, particu-
larly in the Gaza Strip. The majority of raw materials for manufacturing are imported, and the occupying power 
imposes restrictions on many imports on grounds of security.  In the Gaza Strip, restrictions are imposed on a 
long list of commodities such as cleaning materials and cement.

In addition, in�ation is growing as a result of the trade de�cit which exposes the economy to in�ation imported 
from abroad, and the lack of local currency as well as the consequent inability to control monetary policy.  The 
�ow of foreign aid and remittances from abroad cause a rise in purchasing power among a limited number of 
individuals. With rising costs, declining incomes and growing unemployment, the di�culties faced by employ-
ers increase as they too face �nancial restraints to invest in employees.  As a result, the availability of jobs for the 
expanding workforce diminishes.

The second factor of youth unemployment as identi�ed in Sharek’s White Paper is inequality between the gen-
ders. There exists unequal opportunities between young men and young women, which leads to an unbalanced 
society.  In Palestine, traditional roles often contribute to the exclusion of women from the labor market.

The third factor is that Palestine is one of the most di�cult places in the world to start a business, according to 
the World Bank.  The blockade and imposed restrictions as well as the reliance on a service-based economy ad-
versely a�ects overall production opportunities, and the ability of youth to implement productivity initiatives, 
particularly in business development services such as �nance, training, marketing, research and consulting.

5 The West Bank, as a result of the Oslo interim agreement of 1995, which was meant to be temporary with the gradual handing over to Palestinian 
authorities, has been divided into 3 areas:  Area A, B and Area C.  Area C, which forms just over 60% of the land of the West Bank, is the only area 
that is contiguous.  Area C is, however, under Israeli authority, both civil (planning and zoning) and military.  The Israeli Civil Administration (ICA) 
is the branch of the Israeli government that manages Area C, in which 150 000 Palestinians, including Bedouins, live.  As a result of the fact that 
Palestinians are not permitted to manage their own a�airs on this land, a number of serious challenges arise that threaten the livelihoods and hu-
man security of these Palestinians..  
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 ميزانيات التدريب وما ينشأ عنها من صناعة معتمدة عليها، تكاد تكون التكلفة بالنسبة للمتدربني معدومة تقريباً على الدوام. إن
 هذا األمر يخلق حافزاً مشوهاً نحو حضور التدريب وسوقاً مشوهة للتدريب، وكال األمرين يؤدي إلى انخفاض اجلودة. وفي الغالب، يكون
.األثر البعيد املدى للتدريب على املتدربني ضعيفاً، هذا إن وجد، على الرغم من التكاليف الباهظة التي ترتبط به

مسؤولية القطاع الخاص االجت�عية للشباب
 بدأ تطبيق مفهوم املسؤولية االجتماعية للشركات قبل أربع أو خمس سنوات، حيث بدأت الكثير من الشركات الكبرى مبا فيها
 البنوك، الشركات املساهمة العامة، الشركات العائلية الكبرى وغيرها في مأسسة فكرة مسؤوليتها االجتماعية ووضعها حيز
 التنفيذ، وذلك عبر وضع األنظمة الداخلية الالزمة وتخصيص املوازنات، إال أن نسبة كبيرة من األموال اخملصصة التي قررت مجالس
 ادارات هذه الشركات واملؤسسات اخملتلفة انفاقها ضمن منظومة املسؤولية االجتماعية، ال تذهب للشباب أو ال يستفاد منها
 على الوجه األمثل، إذ أن أموال ضخمة تنفق على قضايا ومجاالت ال تعود بنتائج كبيرة على اجملتمع ومؤسساته وقطاعاته احليوية
 كالشباب، أو التشغيل أو التنوير والتثقيف وبناء قدرات الشباب، فمن املؤسف أن مهرجان أو نشاط ما تنفق عليه مبالغ كبيرة
 من املال دون أن يكون له انعكاسات فعلية على األرض، إن االمتحان الكبير لالقتصاد، هو كيف نشغل هؤالء الشباب؟ واالمتحان
 والتحدي الكبيرين كيف ميكننا االستفادة من هذه املوارد املالية الضخمة، واعي متاما ان كل اثنني من الشباب اخلريجني احدهما
 بحاجة الى وظيفة، وهذا حتدي كبير وضخم، حيث نتحدث عن بطالة ما يزيد عن %45 بني صفوف الشباب املثقفني وخرجي
 اجلامعات في الضفة الغربية، وفي قطاع غزة قد تزيد عن %60، وبالتالي هذا حتدي كبير للتشغيل الذي من االهمية مبكان ان
بل االجتماعية،  املسؤولية  صناديق  انفاق  أوجه  في  النظر  إعادة  ضرورة  يعني  ما  والشهادة،  التخصص  ضمن  التشغيل   يكون 
واألجدى من ذلك وضع سياسات قادرة على توجيه هذه املسؤولية في قطاعات تنموية مستدامة.

وميكن اعتبار العوائق التي يخلقها القصور في النظام العامل اخلامس واألخير، إذ أن عناصر اجملتمع امللزمة مبعاجلة املشكالت 
االجتماعية – العائالت وأطر احلكم احمللي واحلكومات الوطنية واألطر الفاعلة غير احلكومية – تعتبر مصدر احللول للمشكالت 
التي مت عرضها أعاله. ولكن عندما ال تقدم هذه العناصر احللول املطلوبة، فإنها بنفسها تصبح عائقاً. فهي إن عملت وفقاً ملا 
هو مطلوب منها، سيكون من شأنها أن تساهم في القضاء على املشكالت التي تستعرضها هذه الورقة. كما ميكن لهذه 
العوائق املتعلقة بالنظام أن تكون شرطاً مسبقاً إليجاد حل، وميكن أن تقوم بدور مهم حتى وإن لم تؤثر على التمكني االقتصادي 

للشباب بشكل مباشر.

2.1 مؤشرات إحصائية

تشير بيانات الربع األول لعام 2012 إلى أن %36.6 من الشباب )15-29( سنة نشيطون اقتصادياً في األراضي الفلسطينية بواقع 
%38.7 في الضفة الغربية و%33.2 في قطاع غزة، كما بلغ معدل البطالة في االراضي الفلسطينية بني الشباب لنفس الفترة 
%35.7، وُسجل أعلى معدل للبطالة بني األفراد في الفئة العمرية )20-24 سنة( بواقع %41.2 مقابل %38.6 بني األفراد )19-15 
سنة(، و%29.3 بني األفراد )25-29 سنة(. من جهة أخرى، تركزت معدالت البطالة بني الشباب )15-29 سنة( الذين أنهوا 13 سنة 
دراسية فأكثر بواقع %43.7. وقد بلغ معدل البطالة بني اخلريجني الشباب %50.5 خالل الربع األول 2012، ليسجل اخلريجون من 
تخصص العلوم االجتماعية والسلوكية أعلى معدل بطالة إذ بلغ %60.1، بينما سجل اخلريجون من تخصص الهندسة واملهن 

الهندسية أدنى معدل بطالة إذ بلغ 33.7%. 

إذ أن حوالي نصف  أكثر من ثلث الشباب الفلسطيني يعانون من البطالة، ونسبة البطالة ترتفع بني الشباب األعلى تعليما، 
اخلريجني (دبلوم فأعلى) عاطلني عن العمل.

 
وفقا ً للمفهوم الوطني للفقر قدر معدل الفقر بني السكان وفقا ألمناط االستهالك احلقيقية %25.7 خالل عام 2010 )بواقع 
%18.3 في الضفة الغربية و%38.0 في قطاع غزة(. كما تبني أن %14.1 من األفراد في األراضي الفلسطينية يعانون من الفقر 
املدقع )بواقع %8.8 في الضفة الغربية و%23.0 في قطاع غزة(. هذا مع العلم ان خط الفقر لألسرة املرجعية )املكونة من خمسة 
أفراد( بلغ 2,237 شيكل اسرائيلي وخط الفقر املدقع قد بلغ 1,783 شيكل، وبلغت نسبة الفقر بني الشباب )15-29 سنة( 26.1% 

وفقا ألمناط االستهالك الشهري )بواقع %18.4 في الضفة الغربية و%38.7 في قطاع غزة(. 

The fourth factor is education and training.  Palestine had an excellent education system which succeeded in 
producing a skilled workforce.  Nonetheless, the current workforce needs to acquire practical skills to meet the 
needs of the local economy so that young graduates will be able to actively participate in the economy.  Young 
people in Palestine today have access to education and training at a high level.  In many cases, however, their 
choice of study is made based on the availability of teachers in that domain and not on the demands of the labor 
market.  There is a gap between education and employment that has resulted in young people spending time 
and money on an education that does not necessarily prepare them and assist them in getting a job upon gradu-
ation.  The expense of higher education is one of the issues related to education and training.  It is a problem for 
many Palestinian families.  Another issue of concern is the training and capacity-building which dominates NGO 
interventions.  While there are large training budgets and an entire industry created around them, the trainings 
are o�ered for free and thus youth are generally less appreciative of these opportunities.  The incentive to at-
tend and bene�t from these trainings and workshops are thus reduced. Often, the long-term bene�t of training 
trainees is weak despite the high associated costs.

The �fth and �nal factor are barriers created by shortcomings in the system.  Binding elements of society to ad-
dress social problems – families, local and national governments and non-governmental actors - are the source 
of solutions to problems that have been presented above and, if they worked according to what is required of 
them, could contribute to the elimination of the problems reviewed in the White Paper.  However, when these 
do not provide solutions, they themselves become a barrier.  

Social Responsibility of the Private Sector for the Bene�t of Youth
Applying the concept of corporate social responsibility began to take root four or �ve years ago.  
A number of major companies, including banks, public companies and prominent family busi-
nesses started warming towards the idea of   social responsibility and putting it into e�ect. This 
happened through the development of internal systems and the speci�c allocation of funds.  
However, a large proportion of the funds assigned by the boards of directors of these companies 
and institutions were spent under the umbrella of social responsibility, but not on youth.  Large 
sums of money are spent on issues which do not have the needed impact on the community and 
its vital institutions and sectors such as youth, employment, education or skills building. It is 
regrettable that funds are spent on festivals or activities which promote the company without 
having a real impact on the ground. 

The big challenge for the economy is in how to employ young people. The test and challenge is 
how to take advantage of available �nancial resources, fully conscious that one of every two 
young graduates needs a job. This is a major challenge where over 45% of young intellectuals 
and graduates of universities in the West Bank are unemployed, and more than 60% in Gaza. 
Thus it is a major challenge to generate jobs which match up with the specializations and certi-
�cations of job seekers.  This means the way in which the funds of social responsibility are spent 
need to be re-considered.  It would be useful to develop policies capable of guiding social respon-
sibility in the sectors of sustainable development. 

1.2 Statistical Indicators 

Data from PCBS from the �rst quarter of 2012 indicates that 36.6% of young people aged 15-29 years were economi-
cally active in Palestine, 38.7% in the West Bank and 33.2% in the Gaza Strip.  The unemployment rate in Palestine 
among young people for the same period was 35.7%.  The highest unemployment rate was among individuals 20-24 
years old at 41.2% compared with 38.6% among individuals aged 15-19 years, and 29.3% among individuals from 
25-29 years old.  Unemployment was prevalent among young people who have completed 13 years of schooling or 
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more, whose unemployment rate was a high 43.7%.  The unemployment rate among young graduates was 50.5% 
during the �rst quarter of 2012.  Graduates of social and behavioral sciences have the highest unemployment rate at 
60.1%, while graduates of engineering programs scored the lowest unemployment rate with 33.7%. 

Overall, more than a third of Palestinian youth are unemployed and, as stated above, the unemployment rate rises 
among top educated youth where approximately half of all graduates (diploma and above) are unemployed.  

Poverty among the Palestinian population was estimated to be 25.7% in 2010 (18.3% in the West Bank and 
38.0% in Gaza Strip) according to PCBS. It was also found that 14.1% of individuals in Palestine su�er from deep 
poverty (8.8% in the West Bank and 23.0% in the Gaza Strip).  This poverty line for a family of �ve members is 
equal to 2237 NIS per month and the line of extreme poverty has reached 1783 NIS.  The percentage of poverty 
among young people (15-29 years) is 26.1%, (18.4% in the West Bank and 38.7% in the Gaza Strip), which means 
over one quarter of all youth are living in poverty. 

1.3 Selected Issues on Poverty, Employment and Unemployment: Survey Re-
sults and the Views of Youth

1.3.1 Economic Conditions
Despite the high rates of poverty identi�ed in o�cial statistics, the highest percentage of young people partici-
pating in the survey described the economic situation of their families as average. Many of those who are clas-
si�ed as poor (by o�cial poverty de�nitions) evaluate their situation as average.  This can be explained by the 
fact that they have adapted to the conditions of poverty.  As one youth from Gaza said in a focus group session, 
“We do not know anything but poverty in our lives, we dream that we will live in better conditions but as long as 
we live under these circumstances, we try to deal with them as if they are usual because most of the community 
around us live in the same circumstances.”

Chart 1: Youth Assessment of the Economic Situation of their Families

Very GoodGoodModerateBadVery Bad

3%

8%

39%

32%

18%

It is important to note the di�erences among young people’s assessment of their economic situation based on 
their region, gender and refugee status.  The rates of young people who assessed the situation of their families 
as good or very good reached 52% in the West Bank compared to 44% in the Gaza Strip, and the percentage 
among non-refugees is 55% compared to 46% among refugees. As for di�erences based on gender, there was 
no di�erence between the assessment of young men and women in regards to the economic situation of their 
family. 
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In an attempt to determine the disparity between the assessments of surveyed youth from the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip and that of refugees and non-refugees, the opinions of young people in the focus groups con-
ducted in Ramallah and in Gaza were closely examined.  The views of these young people demonstrate that 
their personal assessment of the economic situation of their families is not de�ned by the o�cial de�nitions of 
poverty or by statistics.  Rather, they are based on their daily experience and on the circumstance in which they 
live.  In Gaza, for example, the majority of young people believe that assessing the true economic situation of 
the family is not just about the family’s ability to obtain basic needs, but also extends to the ability of the fam-
ily to save money due to the instability and to their expectations regarding their future.  The majority of o�cial 
Palestinian statistics and data collected by local and international NGOs have shown higher poverty rates in the 
Gaza Strip compared to the West Bank in recent years.  This is due to the siege experienced by Gazans, and is 
compounded by the high population density and the scarcity of resources, production opportunities and invest-
ment.  The young people who participated in the focus groups in the Gaza Strip shared their personal stories of 
trying to overcome poverty, living under siege and the di�culty of their situation.  Others revealed the lack of 
options and little hope for the future in the Gaza Strip. 

1.3.2 Poverty and Unemployment: The Most Serious Issues Facing Youth
One of the contributing factors to the continued rise in poverty is the high unemployment rates among young 
people.  Nearly one third of young people are unemployed, and half of all graduates with more than 13 years of 
education are out of work.  Hence, a reduction in the rates of poverty cannot be achieved without policies that 
bridge the capacities of young people and their quali�cations with the needs of the labor market.  More impor-
tantly what is needed is investment in the production and manufacturing sectors so that they can employ larger 
numbers of young people.6 

6 For more details on the harmonization of education and the labor market, refer to a study released by the Center for Development Studies, 2010, 
entitled ‘Improving the Flow of Information between Universities, Youth and the Labor Market and Enhancing Education and Workforce Develop-
ment’.  Also refer to the Youth Employment Action Plan, Sharek Youth Forum, 2011.

Th
e 

St
at

us
 o

f Y
ou

th
 in

 P
al

es
tin

e 
 2

01
3

22



Rising unemployment among university graduates has led to a state of frustration among youth.  One of the 
interviewees from Sal�t said, “I am frustrated even before I graduate, since many young people who gradu-
ated a year or more before me are still not employed.”  Moreover, the limited labor market obliges some 
employers to demand that their employees take on extra tasks, despite the fact that they may not be in line with 
their specialties and studies. A young man from Tulkarem talks about his experience working as an electrical 
engineer, “I am an electrical engineering graduate and hold the electrical engineering license.  How can 
I work as a farm laborer or in carpentry?  I want to develop my abilities and experiences in my �eld.  If I 
work in any other �eld, I am afraid I may forget what I learned in my specialty. I am constantly looking 
for an opportunity that �ts my expertise.  I worked as an electrical engineer in a company but, as there 
was a lot of free time, my employer started asking me to clean the workplace.  For this reason I left my 
job because I considered it as an insult to me.  I am currently unemployed and waiting for an opportunity 
although I know that my chances are not strong.” 

There are some institutions that give opportunities for partial or temporary work to young unemployed people, 
though these barely cover their basic needs.  For example, a young man revealed to us, “I graduated from ac-
counting college three years ago and the only job opportunity I had was through relief projects.  This only 
covered half of my needs, which meant I still needed to look to my father for support.” 

Many government strategies and NGO studies and reports have dealt with the policies and produced recom-
mendations to try to reduce poverty and unemployment in general and among the marginalized groups of 
women, children and young people in particular.  However, even when put into e�ect, these strategies and 
recommendations have not achieved any real results.   The combination of the occupation, an over-reliance on 
external �nancing and the economic policies of the Palestinian Authority are barriers to building a self-reliant 
economy.  To eliminate or reduce the impact of these elements, these realities need to be challenged head on. 

The Crisis of Graduate Unemployment in the West Bank and Gaza: Institutional Per-
spectives7 
Doa’a Wadi, Executive Director of the Business Women’s Forum, believes that building on youth initiatives and 
leading projects are the main mechanisms to reduce unemployment among youth, and to turn young people to 
vocational education. The �rst element requires directing and mobilizing resources to build and support youth 
projects, while the second requires substantial amendments in educational policies and curricula.  More e�orts 
are needed to encourage youth to seriously consider a vocational track rather than the academic track to uni-
versity.

Muhammad Mubayyed, Regional Director of the International Youth Foundation, considers it necessary to de-
velop a strategic plan in partnership with all relevant parties including youth, their families, universities, the 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education and the private sector.  This strategy must include a focus on guid-
ing students, keeping in mind their preferences and the needs of the labor market.  He also believes there is a 
need to encourage and stimulate entrepreneurial and creative youth initiatives that empower young people 
and graduates to start up their own business and lead to economic and social entrepreneurship.

The Palestinian labor market does not necessarily conform to accepted standards of occupational safety nor are 
there equitable wages to satisfy the basic needs of the people.  In addition, discriminatory hiring practices are 
still in place as is the proliferation of nepotism and cronyism.  About this, a young unemployed man in Rafah had 
this to say, “Look, it is true that some people work and succeed because of their capabilities, but these are 
few.  About 90% of employees belong to a political party that has hired them, or their father is the owner 
or one of their relatives is a director of the institution or whose husband is a professor in some university 
or through some of their friends.  This is the situation in our country today...”

7 This section includes contributions by Doa’a Wadi, Executive Director of the Business Women’s Forum and Dr.  Mohammed Mubayyed, Regional 
Director of the International Youth Foundation.
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Attaching the economy of the occupied Palestinian territory to the economy of the occupier has led to the dis-
tortion and destruction of di�erent structures and production sectors in Palestine.  This has led to tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians to participate in the Israeli labor market.  

It is important to address the experiences of young Palestinians working inside Israel or in the settlements.  Their 
testimonies express su�ering, discrimination and unjust treatment.  Some are even blackmailed when trying to 
acquire a work permit issued by the Israeli authorities or when entering into Israel illegally.  For example, many 
young people recounted their experiences in obtaining work permits, and how they were subject to pressure 
from Israeli authorities to cooperate and collaborate with its security services.  Others were obliged to pay large 
sums of money to a contractor to obtain the permit.  Palestinians working inside Israel are rarely insured nor do 
they enjoy their full labor rights.  In addition, these laborers face racism on a daily basis. 

Statements and Experiences:
“More than once we had to take more than 15 young people in a car that �ts only 8 passengers, to drive 
through a rugged area in order to reach a settlement within the Green Line.  We have also been shot at 
more than once and thank God we didn’t die then. To make a living is bitter; sometimes we face death just 
to get a loaf of bread…” (A young man from Tulkarem area).

“Once, we crossed behind the Wall through a sewer manhole.  One guy was waiting and watching for us 
behind the Wall and took us in his car.  What I’m talking about may be hard for a lot of people, but it is 
harder to be a university graduate and not even have �ve NIS in your pocket.” (A young man from Nablus 
area). 

Some believe it is the responsibility of the Palestinian Authority to provide job opportunities for youth to prevent 
them from seeking employment in the Israeli market.  As a young man from the town of Nouba expressed, “If 
the government doesn’t o�er me a job then working in the settlement is the solution.”  However, this does 
not represent the point of view of all young people.  Another young man from the same town stated, “I will not 
work in the settlements, even if I have to die of hunger.” 

Some young people stressed that working in Israel or in the settlements has been the only source of income 
for many families for several years.  If they cease working there, as happened to many workers in the Gaza Strip, 
they will be more vulnerable to poverty and destitution.  In this context, a young man from the Gaza Strip com-
mented, “There are large numbers of workers in Israel who have been working there for more than 10 
years and who make their living through simple jobs such as construction, sales and selling vegetables.”  
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Unemployment among young people in occupied Jerusalem 
Young people in Jerusalem also endure high levels of unemployment. However, unemployment 
among young Jerusalemites has unique factors.  For example, there are limited Palestinian em-
ployers inside Jerusalem, meaning many of them work for Israeli employers.  As a result of this 
young people face a number of obstacles including racial discrimination, which is manifested 
either by depriving Palestinians of jobs and employment opportunities, or by hiring them for 
jobs that do not �t with their experiences and level of education.  “A young man studies for four 
years and at the end hangs his/her degree certi�cate on the wall,” said a young man from the 
Mount of Olives area.  

Young Jerusalemites need a good conduct certi�cate from the Israeli authorities, but this is dif-
�cult, if not impossible to obtain due to the repeated and random arrests of the youth of Jerusa-
lem by the authorities.  “It is impossible or at least very rare to �nd a young man in Jerusalem 
who does not have a security �le in Israel,” stated a youth from Jerusalem.

Due to the di�cult economic situation in Palestine, many people resort to borrowing from banks as a way to 
overcome their �nancial di�culty or to purchase high price or luxury goods.  The results show that 95% of re-
spondents borrow from multiple sources, mainly from banks and lending institutions, which are the source of 
loans for 46% of young people.

Chart 2: Sources of borrowing 

Other

Place of work

Immediate family

Friend or relative

Bank or lending institution

5%

5%

13%

30%

46%

It is clear that the ease of borrowing from banks has raised the proportion of borrowers.  A young employee in 
one of the banks in the city of Ramallah explained, “Through my presence in the bank and my knowledge of 
the old and the new loan systems, I noticed that a lot of changes took place concerning loan policies. Re-
cent years have de�nitely witnessed an easing of criteria.  This may be linked to the Fayyad government 
policies, as they intend to revive the economic situation, even if this ‘reviving’ is imaginary.  Liquidity in 
the whole country has increased, but it is nothing but bank funds.”

The main reasons that prompt young people to borrow or take up loans are to improve their current living condi-
tions, pay for education and construction.  The rate of taking out a loan for education costs is higher among the 
residents of the West Bank, as shown in table (1). 
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Table (1): Main Reasons for Borrowing and Incurring Debt  

West Bank Gaza Strip Palestinian terri-
tory  average

To improve living conditions 26% 18% 24%

Education 26% 15% 23%

Emergency medical conditions 5% 9% 5%

Construction/ building 17% 36% 21%

To start a business 10% 12% 10%

Marriage 8% 4% 7%

Other 9% 5% 8%

Many of the youth who partook in the focus groups discussed their experiences with debt or loans.  They de-
scribed feeling the need to repay their loan and the associated di�culties.  They also spoke of the needs that 
they were able to meet as a result of getting a loan.  Most youth feel a great deal of bitterness at having to resort 
to loans to meet their basic needs seeing it as a result of their inability to do so through their income alone.  A 
young man from Nablus commented on the spread of borrowing and debt in Palestinian society by saying, “It 
seems that all of our society lives in debt:  Those who study at university get study loans, and after that 
they get a loan to build, a loan to get married, a loan to buy a car…  Years pass paying back debt.”

1.4 Employed and Unemployed Youth:  Opinions, Evaluations and Directions

The survey addressed a number of issues facing young people.  According to the majority of youth, the income 
they earn from their jobs is not satisfactory.  In fact, over 60% of the participants expressed dissatisfaction with 
their level of income. A young man sarcastically commented on the income he earns from his job in a shop in 
Ramallah, “Every day on my way to work I see a statistical banner denoting that the poverty line is about 
2300 NIS and extreme poverty is around 1800 NIS.  I thank God that I enjoy a salary that is 50 NIS above 
poverty line. However, any emergency during the month may take away the 50 NIS from me to make me 
poor.”

Income level reacts with other factors including the standard of living. Currently, thousands of young Palestin-
ians from di�erent governates move to the city of Ramallah to work, as there are generally more jobs available 
there than in the districts of the southern and the northern West Bank.  These youth are confronted with a higher 
cost of living and higher prices for goods and services, which means that most of their income is consumed in 
Ramallah, or may not even su�ce.  A young man from the city of Tulkarem who works in a school in Ramallah 
commented on this, “After graduating from college, I waited for more than a year until I got appointed to 
a public school in Ramallah as I couldn’t get a position in a public school in Tulkarem and private schools 
there are rare.  My salary is now 2600 NIS, but the problem is that such a salary is not enough for me in 
Ramallah as I pay around 800 NIS for housing and I need around 800 NIS for transport, water, electricity 
and phone bills. So the amount left over is minimal. I do not know how it will be possible for me to get 
married in the future, maybe it is better for us to remain bachelors!” 

Of the young people surveyed, the relationship with work colleagues ranked highest, with over 88% of them 
satis�ed with their working relationships. The second highest assessment at 70% was their satisfaction with the 
quality of the work they produce, and the possibility of future development in their work.  Finally, satisfaction 
with their relationship with senior management was shared by 66% of young people surveyed.  It is notable that 
young people in the Gaza Strip expressed higher levels of contentment than that of the young people in the 
West Bank for all the points regarding the extent of satisfaction with their work. 
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A majority of unemployed youth prefer to establish and work in their own business.  The same applies to em-
ployed youth who wish to change their current job in order to establish their own business.  This percentage 
rises among males and West Bankers.  The proportion of young Palestinians surveyed who wish to establish their 
own business is approximately 33%.  The proportion of young people in the West Bank wishing to establish their 
own businesses is about 35% compared to 23% of the young people of the Gaza Strip. 

Young people prefer to work in certain sectors more than others.  For instance, some expressed a preference 
to work in government institutions.  Most young people consider that a government job provides them with a 
level of job security that is not available in other employment sectors. A young woman from the city of Hebron 
who works in a civil institution in Ramallah says, “I have worked in four civil institutions in Ramallah during 
the last three years.  The problem with these institutions is similar to that of the private sector - managers 
have all the power and may appoint and/or dismiss sta� however they like.  If I worked in a government 
job I would have gained experience within the same institution and could have been transferred to He-
bron by now, which would be better for me.”  

According to the survey, 31% of young people prefer to be their own boss and work for themselves.  The focus 
groups revealed that the majority of young people believe that owning a private business grants them a higher 
degree of independence, a chance to ful�ll their capabilities and the ability to innovate.  A young male from 
Jenin stated, “If I establish my own business my sense of independence will de�nitely be higher as I will 
have no boss and I will be able to do whatever I wish by applying my thoughts freely, without interfer-
ence from anybody.”  The second most important factor is job security as indicated by 28% of young people 
surveyed.  Income was the third factor stated by 24% of respondents.  A further 13% consider study and practical 
experience as the main factor in�uencing their choice or preference for a particular business sector. 
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Chart 3:  Prefered Employment Sectors among Youth

  Private business
  Govemment institutions
  Civil institutions
  Private sector
  More than one answer

33%

25%

15%

15%

12%

Sixty-two percent of youth have thought of establishing their own business, but only 17% have been able to 
achieve the project they had in mind.  The proportion of those contemplating starting up a private business is 
higher among the youth of the West Bank compared to the youth of Gaza.  Males scored higher success rates 
than females in establishing their projects, as shown in Table (2). 

Table (2): Establishing a business and the success rate by gender and region
Region Gender

West Bank Gaza Strip Male Female
Thinking to establish a private business 56% 48% 74% 52%

Success in establishing a business  17 % 17% 22% 12%

As for the main reasons behind the inability to establish a private business, the lack of su�cient capital takes 
�rst place with 69%, and insu�cient experience comes second as chosen by 12% of respondents as shown in 
Chart (4). 
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Chart 4: Reasons for the inability of young people to establish their own business

More than one answer

Other

Di�culty obtaining a loan from lending

Di�culty obtaining a loan due to bureaucratic

Lack of experience

Inadequate capital

2%

8%

2%

7%

12%

69%

There is inadequate funding to support young Gazans.  Most of the young people surveyed suggested three key 
reasons for this lack of funding.  The �rst is that only a few projects are funded by local or international organiza-
tions that support small pro�table projects for young people.  Much of the funding of these institutions is spent 
on areas which are not necessarily signi�cant to youth.  Furthermore, they feel that local projects are o�ered 
based on the agendas of the �nanciers and not on the priorities of Palestinian society and its actual needs.  A 
young unemployed woman from Rafah stated, “I don’t trust foreign funding from those who were the rea-
son for our occupation.  I don’t believe that they care about development.  All they care about is to show 
the world that they give us money. Their aid is like anesthetic injections.”  The second factor is the lack of 
adequate facilities.  One of the young males in Gaza had this to say, “The funds which �nance small business 
projects stipulate di�cult conditions and sometimes they limit their support to women which reduces 
the chances for young males to bene�t.  Also repayment terms are di�cult and the interest rates are high 
which adds an extra burden on the shoulders of young people, especially in light of the instability in the 
Gaza Strip, which does not encourage investment.”  The third factor is that the self-�nancing of a business 
endeavor, if available in the �rst place, is subject to restrictions of the national �nancial system, including high 
taxes.  A young male commented on this ironically, “I mean, if you have a small stall where you sell goods 
in Sheikh Radwan area, they will burden you with taxes, licenses, permits and bills so that you will hate 
what you do.  Under these conditions, how is it possible for them to support youth in small projects which 
cannot bear any jolt?” 

1.5  Co-operatives as a Contribution to Reducing Poverty and Unemployment8

Palestine was one of the �rst Arab countries to establish cooperative movements, but the economic impact of 
the occupation has caused a decline in all economic sectors, and a�ected all economic organizations, including 
cooperatives.  However, in a situation where Palestine needs alternative models of development in the face of 
obstructed economic policies, cooperatives, or ‘co-ops’, can play an important role because of their core con-
cepts of self-reliance and productive teamwork.  Cooperatives have proved to be an e�ective mechanism for 
the reduction of poverty among youth because of their direct involvement with local development initiatives.  
By creating income generating opportunities and maximizing the purchasing power of members, co-ops can 
reduce poverty through both their activities and through the transfer of surpluses to the local community.

Cooperatives are groups of people acting together to share resources and skills to better achieve a common 
need.  As such cooperatives can have an impact on young people beyond the economic sphere, and increase 

8 This part of the report was based on a paper entitled «The Economic Impact of Cooperatives on Young People and Graduates and their Role in 
Reducing Unemployment in their Ranks,» presented Saleh Farid from the Ministry of Labor.
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their ability to play a role in Palestinian society and their local communities.  Through the collaboration entailed 
by cooperatives, youth and others can exchange knowledge in an atmosphere that promotes values that have 
a resonance outside of the skills of production:  Sharing, collaboration, debate and discussion, all of which are 
key elements of the democratic process.  Cooperatives o�er a variety of opportunities for young people to meet 
their practical and strategic needs, from learning how to establish projects, �nd employment opportunities, to 
gaining professional experience.  As a result, cooperatives warrant government support. 

1.6  Concluding Remarks 

All data show high rates of poverty and unemployment in Palestinian society in general, and among youth in 
particular.  However, it is not enough to simply focus on quantitative data without paying attention to the stories 
those statistics tell.  Poverty carries all the meanings of the denial of freedom and opportunity, which curbs the 
capacity and potential of young people to achieve their dreams and actively participate in their communities. 
Frustration, despair, a sense of futility and the reduction of human dignity which result from poverty and un-
employment, lead to social and political problems which prompt young people to emigrate in search of better 
living conditions. There is also much evidence pointing to the correlation between poverty and unemployment 
with high rates of community violence, crime and drug abuse. 

At a time when young people, like other segments of Palestinian society, look forward to attaining social justice, 
the Palestinian governmental policies maintain economic practices and policies which lead to further discrimi-
nation against the working class.  For example, because of the national open market policy, hundreds of small 
local industries were negatively a�ected and closed.  In addition, the allocation of more than a third of the PA›s 
budget to the security sector at the expense of the agriculture sector, which was allocated no more than 2% of 
the budget, damaged agriculture and caused a decline in the sector’s contribution to the GDP.  There has been 
an increased expansion of the service sector, which only a few major companies bene�t from.  Some companies 
enjoy a monopoly within the Palestinian economy.  These government policies interact with practices which 
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are still rampant, especially those of nepotism and cronyism, which exist in PA institutions, civil society and the 
private sector.  Such practices complicate the way in which youth �nd suitable jobs.

The Palestinian governments in the West Bank and Gaza have used political division, the lack of foreign aid and 
the siege imposed on the Gaza Strip as justi�cations for ongoing shortcomings in the economy, especially in 
failing to reduce poverty and unemployment rates.  There is little accountability nor strong initiatives to resolve 
the growing crisis, such as building a productive self-reliant economy with practical measures to end the state of 
division and to break the economic constraints imposed by the Paris Protocol9.

The protracted occupation is at the root of such problems in Palestine.  The occupation works on distorting and 
impeding developmental potential and the natural evolution of Palestinian society and its various institutions.  
Hence, any action exercised by the occupying power, such as linking the Palestinian economy to that of their 
own, the con�scation of land, settlement building and the construction of the apartheid wall, can only be un-
derstood as attempts to maintain Palestinian dependency and sustain the existing domination of the occupying 
power.  This means that Palestinians do not have control over their own resources, thus maintaining the status 
quo.

While writing the �nal chapters of this report, Palestinian youth took to the streets to protest against the con-
tinuing rise in prices and the steady cost of living which is much more than what incomes can keep pace with.  
These protests re�ect the impatience of youth and other segments of society with the deteriorating situation 
in Palestine. This calls for a serious attempt by Palestinian decision-makers to make choices that will prevent a 
descent into more devastating conditions, and to address the need to link their struggle to that of the Palestinian 
liberation struggle in order to improve the conditions of their lives and to achieve justice and dignity. 

9 The Paris Protocol is known as the Protocol on Economic Relations between Israel and the PLO.  It was signed in Paris in April 1994.   It is the frame-
work establishing interim-period economic relations between the PA and Israel, regulating relations in four areas: labor, trade relations, �scal issues 
and monetary arrangements.  This protocol has maintained the dependency of the Palestinian economy on the Israeli one.
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Chapter 2:

Youth and Lifestyles
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2.1  Demography of Young People in Palestine 

The most recent national statistics show that the percentage of young people (15-29 year olds) in Palestine 
reached 29.8% of the total population.  Of all youth, 39.6% are 15-19 years old and 60.4% are 20-29 years old. The 
gender ratio is 104.3 males for every 100 females.  The total estimated Palestinian population in mid-2012 was 
4.29 million. 

Marriage and divorce data for the year 2011 shows that 92.3% of the total registered marriages are for females 
between 15-29 years old, compared to 81.0% for males of the same age group.  On the other hand, data show 
that the divorce rate for males aged 15-29 amounted to 58.0% of the total incidence of divorce in 2011, versus 
78.5% for females of the same age group. 

The available statistics for 2010 shows that 30.2% of marriages for young women who have been married before 
were to �rst-degree relatives, while 54.9% did not marry relatives. 

Based on the results of the PCBS Survey of Palestinian Family 2010, there has been a decline in the total fertility rate 
in Palestine.  In the period 2008-2009 there were 4.1 births compared to 4.6 births in the year 2006.  Regionally, the 
total fertility rate during the period 2008-2009 reached 3.8 births in the West Bank and 4.9 births in the Gaza Strip.  
The highest fertility rate is among females aged 25-29 years old with a ratio of 29.0% of the total fertility rate.

2.2 Introductory Remarks about Young People’s Health10

There is global consensus re�ected in many international and regional forums that young people’s health con-
cerns and issues constitute a fundamental pillar of human development.  The health of youth has become an 
essential element of human security and the focal point for the protection of young people and their survival so 
they may enjoy freedom, prosperity and progress. 

There is an increasing need today to pay attention to the health concerns of young people particularly at a time 
when the youth sector is growing, making it one of the largest demographic groups. Neglecting the health needs 
of youth will lead to disastrous setbacks for communities as well as to the economy and overall human security. 

Health is no longer just about the absence of disease or in�rmity, but includes the holistic health of the indi-
vidual, i.e. the state of complete physical, mental and social well-being as stated in the Constitution of the World 
Health Organization.  Hence, the determinants of health in general and among youth in particular cannot simply 
be regarded as abstract health issues to be handled by the health system alone.  Poor health and health inequali-
ties are caused by the inequitable distribution of income, opportunities, services and social and economic dis-
parity and in�uenced by a host of political and economic determinants at the national and global levels.  Health 
is not an abstract biological phenomenon but a right. 

10 Based on a report entitled ‘The Health of Young People Today and Ever Before’ by Dr. Umayah Khammash and a paper submitted by Dr. Salwa 
Najjab in celebration of World Youth Day 2012 at Sharek Youth Forum.
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The determinants of health have gained signi�cant importance on a global level, Technological development, 
capital growth, international markets, the communications revolution, the in�uence of the media, modern life-
styles as well as wars all have an e�ect. The military occupation of Palestine and the accompanying repressive 
measures, including arbitrary arrest, forced displacement, house demolitions, land con�scation, the construc-
tion of the apartheid wall among other violations and threats to human security a�ect the health and mental 
well-being of youth, and impacts their aspirations and their ability to enjoy life.

Despite the lack of meaningful data about the health of young people in Palestine and the dearth of national 
policies and programs to target their health and well-being, there is general acknowledgement that Palestin-
ian youth enjoy good health.  However, taking into account the health determinants and variables mentioned 
above, closer examination reveals that there are a number of health risks faced by Palestinian youth and that 
these risks must be remedied in the context of a comprehensive understanding of health and its many factors.  It 
is imperative to put health needs on the national agenda and integrate them in healthy development. 

Over the past two decades a combination of political and economic factors have contributed to structural shifts 
in Palestinian society.  Decision makers have been unable to successfully manage these transitions and address 
them in national programs, and legislation.  For example, the in�ux of young people to urban centers, along with  
changes within the nuclear family and the varied distribution of opportunities, income, goods and services not 
to mention the increase of risky social practices, have all reshaped the health concerns of young people.  De-
velopmental and health policies have been de�cient and unable to keep pace with these profound changes in 
community structure.  While the incidence of infectious diseases has declined in Palestine, there is a worrisome 
growing frequency of non-communicable diseases such as diabetes, high blood pressure, heart disease, cancer 
and mental illness.

Obesity, smoking and inactivity are major factors that threaten health and are identi�ed as the 
most serious risk factors to the health of young people today.  The increase in the consumption 
of fats, sweeteners, high-energy foods and fast foods compounded by a lack of exercise have 
made obesity one of the major challenges facing Palestinian youth.  A number of studies indicate 
that obesity is increasing among adolescents, a�ecting 25% of them.  The rate reaches as high 
as 30% among youth in general, particularly among young women.  For instance, a study con-
ducted by the Department of Health at UNRWA highlighted that obesity rates reach up to 70% 
among females of reproductive age and that more than half of women under 30 are overweight.   
Tobacco in all its forms represents another risk factor.   High usage rates among youth constitute 
a real challenge to their health and economic security.   Smoking rates among young people 
range between 17% and 25%, and may be as high as 32% among adolescents. 

Dr. Omaya Khamash, head of the department of health of UNRWA

The lack of available data about sexually transmitted diseases caused by unsafe sexual activity does not negate 
their existence.  Such sexual activity �oats on the surface of Palestinian society in the absence of serious mea-
sures and actions to inform and protect youth from its consequences.  Reproductive health education for young 
people is limited, counseling programs and guidance services are inadequate, unorganized or non-existent, and 
development policies do not interact seriously with the reproductive rights of young people.  Due to their sen-
sitive nature in the face of the local culture, customs and traditions, such topics are not given much attention.   
Those who work in the health and social sectors understand the value of addressing such issues and appeal to 
policy makers to include reproductive rights and reproductive health for young people into their agendas and 
to integrate them into programs.  They understand the importance of promoting health awareness and good 
health practice among youth, of educating them about gender and cultural di�erences, and of providing youth-
friendly health centers. 
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Improving the well-being of girls and young women is associated with addressing inequalities in social and 
economic �elds, addressing the degree of inequality between the genders and tackling gender-based violence.  
Improvements achieved in the areas of treatment and access to services are still not organized and remain se-
lective, favoring men over women  Early marriage and subsequent early pregnancy remains a challenge for the 
physical and psychological health of young women as well as for their growth and empowerment.  There still ex-
ists inequity in the availability of employment opportunities for young women.  The rate of their involvement in 
the labor market does not exceed 17% (PCBS).  Female illiteracy is three times higher than that of males aged 15 
and older (PCBS, 2012).  In addition, the unequal integration of young women in community and extracurricular 
activities and programs that promote mental, social and physical health hinders the positive development of 
young women and their ability to cope and adapt.  

Suicide attempts do not constitute a signi�cant statistical value but it is striking that 80% of reported attempted 
suicides (data from Police Directorate and Ministry of Health reports) are among young women who live under 
di�cult psychological situations where there is a lack of dialogue and support from the family and community 
and little attention to their needs and social situation.  Society and the family even contribute to raising their 
state of distress because of complicated social, cultural, economic and political factors which contribute to their 
inability to cope with changes in their lives and in society.   

Gender-based violence is a serious violation of the human rights of young women and a�ects them on a physical 
and psychological level. Such violence deteriorates their emotional state and leads young women to resort to 
risky behaviors which increase their susceptibility to mental disorders and depression. Risky behaviors include 
eating disorders, drug use and suicide attempts.  Gender-based violence restricts women’s status and limits the 
degree of their involvement in the labor market and in public life.   For example, girls who are forced to get mar-
ried early lose out on opportunities and access to education.

Dozens of studies conducted by women’s institutions and PCBS have revealed that communities willingly im-
pose male-centric cultural concepts and traditional notions about a women’s honor.   These communities try 
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to convince others that the phenomenon of gender-based violence does not exist in Palestinian society.  The 
unfortunate reality is that gender-based violence constitutes a real challenge to the health of young women in 
Palestine.  Forms of violence include physical abuse, such as beatings and even murder. Sexual abuse including 
rape, attempted rape and incest, and psychological abuse such as, verbal insults and putting into question the 
reputation of a girl also take place.   Addressing gender-based violence is at the heart of health and wellness 
promotion and the achievement of health and social equity of young women.

The brutal consequences of the Israeli occupation, along with the patriarchal authority prevailing in society and 
compounded by the high rates of poverty and unemployment have contributed to psychiatric illness among 
the population.  These include anxiety, anger, mental disorders, depression, and shock.  Mental health needs to 
be central when addressing health needs.  The deterioration of the psychological state of young people leads 
to them adopting high risk behaviors such as delinquency, violence, drug and alcohol abuse and smoking, all of 
which threaten not only their health, but the security and safety of the community as a whole.

The mental well-being of the youth is a national objective to promote health and address mental illness.  This 
requires the concerted e�orts of the development sector and the cooperation and involvement of young people 
themselves.  The mental health of youth has become one of the key indicators to measure the degree of health 
and wellness, and also to measure progress at all levels of development in Palestinian society. 

2.3  Health Issues 

Survey results indicate that health awareness among young people is low, as only around one quarter of them 
(23%) visit a doctor for physical examinations.   The rate decreases to only 9% when it comes to psychotherapy.  
Only 9% of young people have had a sexual health test.
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Statistical Indicators (PCBS, 2012) 
•	 83.2% of young people aged 15-29 years evaluate their health as good; 86.3% males and 80.1% females 
•	 33.1% of them exercise regularly; 35.6% in the West Bank compared with 29.0% in the Gaza Strip 
•	 2.8% of young people aged 15-29 years in Palestine have at least one chronic illness; 3.3% males and 2.3% 

females 
•	 The 2010 data indicate that 15.0% of young people in Palestine smoke; 28.7% males and 0.7% females

When it comes to information about sex, more than half of young people surveyed (53%) state that they have ad-
equate knowledge about sex, the majority of whom are males.  As for the source of this information, results show 
that the majority get their information about sex from books, magazines, or from a family member, although 
some such sources of information may be unreliable and hence lead to a misinformed youth.

Chart 5:  Sources of Information about Sexuality
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It is clear that there are di�erences between males and females in the amount of available information about 
sexuality and the sources for obtaining this information.  While 62% of the male respondents believe that the 
information they have is su�cient, this percentage drops to around 44% among females.   The Internet, either 
via scienti�c or sex websites, is an important source for males, double that of females.  Young women tend to get 
their information about sex from a family member.
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Table (3): The Degree and Source of Young People’s Knowledge about Sexuality
Male Female

Have enough information 
about sexuality

Yes 62% 44%

Somewhat 25% 32%

No 13% 24%

Source of this information From books and magazines 29% 29%

From scienti�c websites 25% 15%

From sex websites 11% 3%

From friends 21% 17%

From a family member 10% 35%

More than one source 5% 2%

A recent study conducted by PCBS in July 2012 on the needed health services for youth showed that 50% of 
young people do not believe that the existing health facilities meet their needs or pay attention to their con-
cerns.  Over 40% of the study sample expressed the urgent need for psychological services, 24% of them ex-
pressed the need for medical services and about 19% for nutritional health services. 

In Gaza, medical services and medical facilities are deteriorating rapidly, in large part due to the siege.  Young 
people from the Gaza Strip who partook in the focus groups talked about the decline in medical services, espe-
cially governmental ones.  They emphasized the lack of available medication, the fact that much of the medicine 
available is actually expired, and that chronic disease is becoming more prevalent.  The youth feel that there is 
little concern from the authorities about the shortcomings in the health care system.  One young man described 
the disregard for patients he witnessed, “Once I went with my brother to the maternity department in Al-
Shifa Hospital and saw pregnant women laying on the ground screaming.  A nurse was scolding them by 
saying, ‘Shut up you spoiled women’.  I wanted to �lm the scene and put it on YouTube but I didn’t out of 
respect for the sanctity of women who were in a fragile state.” A young woman addressed the prevalence 
of chronic diseases and the lack of any o�cial response, “The tragedy is that none of the health o�cials has 
ever stated that they are going to conduct a study or research the cause of the widespread incidence of 
cancer, as if it means nothing to them.”

Jerusalemite youth asserted that drug use is one of the most serious problems facing young people in Jerusalem. 
They blamed the Israeli occupation for this, as a way to control the minds of the young and diverge them from 
national and community issues. They claimed that there is a substantial and suspicious increase in the number of 
dealers who sell drugs to children and young people, and that these traders are protected by the Israeli authori-
ties.  They also mentioned the increase of new medical drugs sold in pharmacies, which are used by some people 
to enhance focus, especially during exams, but which are highly addictive. 11

“If a dealer sells drugs to a thousand Arabs, the police will not bother him, however, if he sells 
to one Israeli he will be imprisoned for six years.” (A young man from the Old City of Jerusalem). 

“The Israeli government pays a monthly salary of 3,200 NIS to an Arab drug addict under the 
pretext that he is unemployed.” (A young man from the Old City of Jerusalem). 

11 Conclusions from four focus groups held in the Mount of Olives, The Old City, Silwan and Abu Dis areas of Jerusalem.
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2.4 Social Issues 

Family and Social Relationships
Understanding and dialogue are vital in helping shape young people’s character.  The current study has ad-
dressed the presence or absence of family discussion.  Seventy percent of those surveyed reported dialogue 
within their families, and 25% to some extent, while only 5% reported that no elements of dialogue and under-
standing are found within their families.

Although these percentages are positive, demonstrating high levels discussion within the family unit, the focus 
groups revealed more detail.  Young people distinguished between the depth of conversation and the topics 
raised among family members.  They also addressed the relationship between males and females in their house-
hold.  This is what the respondents had to say:

•	 Discussions are usually about family members, or their opinions and attitudes towards public or private is-
sues.  A young woman from the city of Nablus said. “It cannot really be called family dialogue, as a family 
member simply recounts about what has happened with him/her.  This is nothing more than a chat.”  
According to youth, older people are usually keen to impose their point of view.  A young man from Tulka-
rem stated, “It is true that family dialogues take place, but they mostly end with the father having the 
last say. Listen to me carefully, I am the one who knows not necessarily the elders.”

•	 Some topics are considered too sensitive by parents and may not be up for discussion, issues such as re-
ligion or sex.   It was found, however,  that young women discuss sexual topics with their mothers, while 
young males often tend to discuss it amongst themselves or outside the family.  A youth from Gaza City said, 
“There are some issues in religion that I don’t understand, and when I ask about them the answer is 
always, ‘Don’t discuss religious issues, it is haram…’”.   A young lady from Ramallah reported, “I will 
never ask anyone but my mother about sex, and even if I have the courage to talk about it in front of 

39

Sh
ar

ek
 Y

ou
th

 F
or

um



the rest of my family, I’m not sure they will be open to such a discussion.  Even talking about love is 
unacceptable.”  

•	 It is striking that the relationship between males and females within the family is often one of imposed 
guardianship or protection by the brothers over their sisters, sometimes more than by parents towards their 
daughters.  One young woman from the Al-Amari refugee camp said, “I wear the hijab but I don’t wear 
the jilbab.  My father doesn’t intervene with what I wear but my eldest brother is the one who always 
meddles telling me my clothing is tight or immodest.  I mean sometimes I feel that my brother is my 
guardian!”  Young women do not have the same privileges as young men in choosing their colleagues, as 
the family often has an opinion. The same young woman continued, “Sure my family always asks me with 
whom I talk to at university and who my friends are.  Sometimes they even try to intervene by telling 
me, ‘This girl is not a good girl’, or ‘Don’t talk to young males at all’.  However, none of them have any-
thing to say about the specialization I have chosen at university, or about my level of achievement.  
The important thing to them is that I succeed.”  

In the face of claims about the disintegration of social relations in Palestinian society in recent times, this survey 
brought to light the views of young people.  Many actually refuted the argument that there is a deep fracture in 
social relations.  This may be attributed to the fact that young people re�ect views based on their personal and 
contemporary experiences, without looking back and comparing the current social relations with those of their 
parents and grandparents.  Among the youth surveyed, 54% reported the existence of strong social relation-
ships.  This was higher among young males.  Only 11% saw the absence of such relations, attributing this mainly 
to a lack of time to establish strong relations between people (36%), that their level of education limits their op-
portunities for broad social relationships (26%), and low con�dence (20%). 

Focus group discussions revealed that there are variations in the concept of social relations among youth.  Some 
are due to the personal di�erences, while others are related to gender, place of residence and social and cultural 
background.  In general, most young people, tend to consider friendship as the most important social relation-
ship.  They value the fact that friendships are not imposed or inherited, but that an individual selects his/her 
relationships in accordance with their own standards.  A young man from Sal�t said, “Relationships between 
friends are sweeter because a friend shares your thoughts and behaviors.  Relatives, on the other hand, 
are imposed on you and you have to deal with them even if when they disagree with you, not to mention 
the problems and jealousies that exist between relatives.”  However, among some young people, particular-
ly those from rural areas, family relationships remain more solid.  As one youth from a village of Sal�t expressed, 
“Our society is based on customs and traditions, including family and kinship, and it is not possible to 
deny the importance of this.  The strength of the family unit and the head of the household have been 
able to prevent many occurrences of violent con�ict within the community.”

Cities provide young people opportunities to develop new relationships, especially through the various social 
venues available compared to refugee camps and rural areas.  Working class neighborhoods resemble rural 
areas and camps with regards to neighborly relations, while we �nd the residents of upmarket residential neigh-
borhoods and newly built apartment complexes tend to have more reserved relationships with their neighbors. 

The study revealed that there is a tendency among young people belonging to political parties to establish most 
of their relationships with young people belonging to the same party, or at least within the same intellectual 
movement.  This trend is more prominent in the Gaza Strip, especially among members of Fatah and Hamas who 
tend to socialize away from the other party.  A young man from Gaza described this, “We have become two 
societies in Gaza, one Fatah and the other Hamas.  The social events of each of them are separate.  For in-
stance, Hamas weddings are not like those of Fatah.  Each of them has their own world. I don’t understand 
why, but maybe the division is responsible for it.”

Religion 
Overall, the majority of Palestinian youth consider that their society is a religious one. Their de�nition of religios-
ity includes faith, respect for religions and the rejection of religious intolerance.  The majority of young people, 
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especially in the Gaza Strip, believe that the prevalence of certain expressions of religious in�exibility is a tem-
porary phenomenon related to the frustration of large segments of youth, as well as to the incidence of poverty, 
unemployment and social problems. 

“Palestinian society is devout, and I believe that no one has the right to judge others. The ma-
jority of the community is Muslim.  Some people love to show their religion outwardly while 
others don’t.” (A young man from Jenin area)

“If by religiosity you mean the beard, this is a huge misconception.  Our community is devout 
in its behaviors and habits.  Religion is about faith and treatment, and who believes the op-
posite is surely mistaken.” (A young man from Hebron) 

“Disputes sometimes take place in Bethlehem among its inhabitants who are Christians and 
Muslims, but these are mostly caused by ignorant people.  Generally it is a cohesive society, 
and the sensible voice is always more righteous than the ignorant who try to arouse religious 
strife.” (A young woman from Bethlehem) 

“It is true that people in Gaza are generally more religious, probably because the whole com-
munity in Gaza tends to be more conservative than that of the West Bank.   The conditions 
of the siege, poverty and unemployment have certainly forced groups of young people to 
become more in�exible. However, this phenomenon is temporary and will surely ease up 
whenever conditions improve.” (A young man from Gaza) 

Regarding adherence to religious obligations, especially prayer, results showed that 64% of young people de-
vote themselves to religious worship on a regular basis, especially in the Gaza Strip and among females, while 
25% do so to some extent, compared to 11% who never do. 

Table (4):  Adhering to Religious Obligations by Region and Gender
Region Gender

West Bank Gaza Strip Male Female
Yes 60% 81% 57% 70%

Somewhat 28% 16% 28% 23%

No 12% 3% 15% 7%
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Gender12

There is no doubt that gender �gures at the heart of any analysis of the reality and prospects for the youth sector.  
It would not possible to present this study without addressing this issue. 

Society assumes di�erent roles for men and women. Traditional roles assigned to men are that of breadwinner 
and decision-maker, while women take on the reproductive role, which includes child-rearing and household tasks 
such as cooking, cleaning washing and ironing.  These de�ned gender roles determine what is and what is not ap-
propriate and permissible for each of them.  For example, young men are free to pursue their hobbies and interests 
outside of the home.  On the other hand, young women are generally prevented from doing the same on the pre-
text that society does not deem it appropriate.  Such social pressures also a�ect education and employment oppor-
tunities, including the choice of educational establishment, the area of study, jobs in other localities and so forth.

This imposed divide between the genders is not based on capabilities or potential but rather on inherited ideol-
ogy and culture.  The needs of young males inevitably vary from the needs of young females, as each of them 
faces a di�erent reality.  For example, the young male needs to work because he is considered a breadwinner, 
while the young female is expected to learn how to care for children as it is her duty to do so.  These clearly de-
�ned roles are based on community expectations but deprive many youth of realizing themselves.  For example, 
a young woman may want to enter politics however, according to traditional expectations, this is not a recog-

12 This part of the report is based on a paper prepared by the feminist Sama Aweida, Director General of the Center for Women›s Studies.
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nized path for women.  Perhaps a young woman wants to study a vocation which is not socially acceptable, such 
as auto repair, or be interested in playing a sport which is not usually practiced by girls, but such aspirations are 
not acceptable to their community and are usually repudiated.  As a result, access to resources for young men 
and women also di�er.  There may be clubs or activities available to both genders (mixed or not mixed), but it is 
generally easier for young men to access them than it is for young women due to social, economic, political and 
religious factors.  Thus, when working with the youth sector and designing programs and developing strategies, 
it is necessary to take into account these various elements.  The involvement of young men and women in the 
analysis, planning, implementation and evaluation stages is essential in order to have balanced, unbiased pro-
grams and initiatives that are accessible to all youth. 

Findings from the survey and focus groups indicate that the majority of young people (62%) do believe in equal-
ity between the sexes.  This increases among females, especially those living in the Gaza Strip.  It must be noted 
that the views of young people on this issue di�er when applied to practical situations or when specifying what 
is meant by equality.  For example some may believe in the equality of women but when asked about the accept-
ability of them to take on non-traditional roles the percentage decreases signi�cantly.  When asked about who 
they consider to be the most competent person in the job place, 56% of young people said that they do not see 
di�erences in e�ciency based on gender, while 36% considered that males are more e�cient, compared with 
8% who considered that females are the most e�cient   workers.  The proportion of young people who see men 
as more e�cient is higher in the Gaza Strip and among males. 

Certain social practices re�ect the continuing discrimination between male and female youth in various �elds.  In 
higher education, for example, despite the high enrollment rates of young women in comparison to young men, 
there exist discriminatory practices and social impediments.  One young woman from a village south of Nablus 
complained that her family pressured her enroll in Al Quds Open University because it is closer to their home, 
despite her score in the general secondary certi�cate qualifying her to study at Al-Najah National University in a 
di�erent specialty.  Another young woman reported that her family has made her postpone her university stud-
ies until her brother �nishes high school so as he can accompany her to and from the university.

In a related context, and when asking about who is best able to make family decisions, the majority of young 
people (52%) believe that decisions need to be shared among all family members.  This percentage increases 
among females.  Thirty-three percent believe that men are better able to make decisions concerning the family, 
especially among males and Gazans.

Chart 6: The most capable decision makers within the family
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2.5  The Status of Young People with Disabilities13

The general framework for the rights of persons with disabilities as set out in law No.4/99 has been fully legislat-
ed by the legislative council, but is currently only applied partially.  This is because applying the law requires the 
understanding, cooperation and responsiveness of the decision maker in each ministry who has responsibility 
for rights’ issues of persons with disabilities.  In addition, there is a lack of an institutional working policy to apply 
the law with a clear timeframe and allocated budgets earmarked for this purpose.  Integration into the educa-
tional system is still limited for children with disabilities and only some students are currently accommodated. 

•	 The number of persons with disabilities in Palestine is about 300,000 people, representing 
7% of the total population;

•	 The percentage of illiteracy among the disabled is between 48% and 50%;
•	 The percentage of disabled individuals employed in the public sector still stands at only 3.1% 

and there is an absence of a policy or strategy to specify how to reach the protected ratio 
stipulated by the law, which is 5%.

In terms of infrastructure and physical access for the disabled, there has been progress in the new schools of 
the Ministry of Education, with special facilities included in their design.  Elevators are not built in, although this 
shortcoming has been addressed by transferring the integrated classes to the ground �oors.  Government build-
ings, however, still lack the needed disabled access, especially the directorates of health, social a�airs depart-
ments and court complexes.   As for transportation, there do exist tax exemptions for people with motor disabili-
ties who purchase a new vehicle, and this extends to families with disabled children or severely disabled family 
members who cannot drive themselves.  Nevertheless, public transportation is still very poor.  For example, at 
the Allenby Bridge crossing, which every individual must pass through, there is no bus to accommodate persons 
with physical disabilities.  In general, public transportation operating within cities wholly lacks the capacity to 
carry disabled passengers and hence drivers often avoid picking them up.

Rehabilitation and health services are still generally provided directly by civil institutions in spite of the growing role 
of the government.  Currently, 80% of rehabilitation services are provided by civil society institutions and 17% are 
provided by the government via civil society institutions.  Only 3% are o�ered directly by the government. 

With regard to rehabilitation methods used and the mechanisms of providing such services to persons with 
disabilities, great progress has been made at all levels and across governmental and non-governmental institu-
tions.   Many institutions, however, are still working on the premise that the issue of disability is centered wholly 
on people with disabilities.  Consequently, focus is on the stages of rehabilitation of the disabled person and 
services are rated according to their immediate needs and not at all on their rights.  This ignores the fact that the 
issue of disability is an issue of human rights.  The disabled face many obstacles.  Not until society eradicates the 
obstacles that stand in the way of the integration of people with physical and intellectual disabilities, will dis-
ability no longer carry such a negative social stigma.   

The availability of rehabilitation services is not the same for all disabilities.  Those with motor disabilities receive 
the lion’s share of services, while the mentally disabled lack appropriate services, especially after the age of 16.  
Furthermore, those with hearing disabilities are unable to pursue their education after the ninth grade except in 
a limited number of cases.  The percentage of hearing impaired students enrolled in educational programs for 
the deaf is below 20%.  

The geographical distribution of rehabilitation services has evolved in comparison to what it was like at the end 
of the last century.  However, rural and remote areas of Palestine are still lacking such services.  The concentra-
tion of the services is found in the central region and in major cities in particular. 

13 This part of the report is based on a paper presented by Nizar Basalat, Chairman of the General Federation of the Disabled.
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Persons with disabilities su�er from negative social stigma.  These take the form of attitudes and behaviors that 
accentuate their su�ering and isolation.  The language used to refer to them, their limited rights and the dearth 
of opportunities available to them stress the clear di�erence of disabled Palestinians, and exacerbate their feel-
ing of being di�erent and inferior.  Many feel that their disability is not the real impediment to living their lives 
as their fellow Palestinians do, but rather it is the judgment from society and the reaction to their disability that 
hinders them.  

In this context, some youth with disabilities in the northern Gaza Strip commented, “Our problems in this 
country are numerous and no one cares about us.”

“They treat us as if we are not humans, have no rights, and have to die without demanding any rights.”

“I know a girl with disabilities who is locked in the house, and her family won’t let anyone see her for fear 
that this may prevent her sisters from getting married.” 

“I have never felt that my motor disability would stop me from practicing anything I want. My problem is 
the buildings, streets and the way they are designed. You know what, in this country, even people who 
have no disability cannot move easily or live normally.”
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The Palestinian General Union of People with Disability, which is considered the institution with the widest 
reach, has worked hard to improve the situation of people with disabilities.  The Union, which has 16 branches 
across Palestine, achieves this by focusing on disabled persons and their ability to in�uence public policy and 
social attitudes.  This has led to the emergence of many other institutions for the disabled.  There are 27 such 
organizations in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.   Despite this, they do not have the adequate capacity to bring 
about profound changes in the lives of persons with disabilities, especially as these institutions operate indi-
vidually.   Each institution has its own policy and operates with its own agenda and funding.  The majority of 
organizations for persons with disabilities lack for �xed �nancial resources which makes it hard for them to build 
long-term strategic plans able to intervene strategically and e�ectively in national and local policy making.  In 
general, less than 40% of the disabled are a�liated with these organizations.   According to PCBS, nearly 35, 000 
out of 300,000 disabled Palestinians are a�liated with the General Union of People with Disability.

2.6  Youth Detention14

Political arrests are one of the many suppressive measures a�icted upon the Palestinian people in an attempt to 
keep them from resisting the occupation and claiming their rights of freedom and self-determination.  The oc-
cupying power has been arresting Palestinian activists on a regular basis, even those practicing non-violent civil 
resistance.  A Palestinian can be apprehended simply on suspicion of an activity against the occupation.  Some-
times relatives of activists, relatives of Palestinians who have lost their lives due to Israeli aggression, mothers 
and wives are also detained as a way of pressuring young detainees to confess, and to collectively punish them 
without any consideration for their age or gender.  While youth are the main targets of these arrests, no segment 
of the Palestinian population is safe.   Even today, the Israeli authorities arrest and detain women, children, el-
derly, youth, the ill, members of the Palestinian parliament, ministers and political and social leaders. 

The daily arrests are painful and disquieting.  They are a part of the culture of the security rationale of the oc-
cupying power and a constant practice in their regime.  Arrests are made every day but there is not always an 
explanation provided for the arrests, other than for reasons of security.  Arrests have often times been for the 
purposes of humiliation and revenge.

Of concern is that most of those arrests and the proceedings following apprehension are in contravention of 
international humanitarian law.  The reasons and circumstances of arrests, the locations of detention centers and 
prisons and the treatment of  detainees in custody infringe on the basic rights of Palestinians.  Arrests take the 
form of home raids, kidnapping from the street, work place and even hospitals, obstructing ambulances and ap-
prehending patients.  These are made possible by special forces called ‘undercover units’15, or by military person-
nel manning check points spread along roads between localities and refugee camps.  These checkpoints have 
become traps for arrests and maltreatment.  Many �shermen have also been apprehended in the sea in Gaza.

The Israeli forces use unarmed citizens as human shields during some arrest operations.  They have also trans-
formed public establishments such as schools into places for the detention of unarmed people during raids and 
incursions.

Evidence proves that those who have been arrested or detained have been subjected to physical, mental or 
psychological torture.  They have also been humiliated in front of family members. Most detainees have been 
subjected to some form of torture during their detention and have been detained in grave-like prison cells which 
lack the basic humane conditions, in violation of international laws.

Since 1967, there have been over 750,000 arrests in the occupied Palestinian territory including 12,000 females 
and tens of thousands of children.  A vast majority of Palestinian families have had one or more of the members 

14 This part of the report contributed to by Abdel Naser Farawneh, an ex-detainee of the Israeli prison system, a researcher and an expert in prisoner 
and detainee a�airs.  He is currently the head of the statistics division in the Ministry  of detainees and ex-detainees.

15 Israeli special military forces disguised as Arabs
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of their family taken into custody by the authorities, and some have experienced recurrent arrests over time.  
Arrests, imprisonment and torture have become a constant reality for many Palestinians, as a result of the mili-
tary occupation.  Over 74,000 Palestinians have been arrested since the start of the second Intifada (September 
2000), including 900 females and nearly 9,000 children and many political leaders including members of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC).

Currently, there are around 4,600 detainees in Israeli prisons, of which 537 carry a life sentence or multiple life 
sentences.  In addition, there are 220 child prisoners, 250 held in administrative detention, 14 members of PLC 
plus a number of Palestinian political leaders.  Seven females prisoners are within those detainees. inlcuidng Lina 
Al Jarbouni from Palestine 1948 who is the most senior detainee among females arrested on April 18 2002 and 
sentenced to 17 years of actual imprisonment

Youth and children in the main target area
Young Palestinians are often targeted for arrest.  Their childhood is destroyed, their rights taken away and their 
future damaged.   When arrested by the Israeli forces, those children are subjected to di�erent forms of persecu-
tion to coerce them into confessing.  They are threatened, blackmailed, detained with adults, held in dire condi-
tions, abused and beaten.  These children are denied their basic rights as guaranteed by international law and 
the convention on the rights of the child.  Needless to say, young Palestinians are the most vulnerable to arrests 
and imprisonment. In some communities such as Azzun, young Palestinians form the highest percentage of 
daily arrests.  No doubt this is a response of the occupying authorities who are aware of the role of the young in 
nationalism and state building and fears their role and in�uence in the Palestinian communities. 

2.7 Concluding Remarks 

The Sharek Report Promise or Peril? denotes the dichotomy of youth in Palestinian society.  The youthfulness of 
society carries with it much possibility. Young people hold the potential to develop their society when they are 
provided with the social, economic, political, legislative and educational frameworks that ensure the acceptance 
of and investment in their di�erent capacities and guide them towards national and community goals.  How-
ever, in the absence of these incubating contexts, this potential can go untapped. 

At least, the concept of sustainable development could be considered as a basis for the analysis of this bilateral. 
The continued occupation and what it means from the looting of resources, not to mention its rarity and poor 
management and organization on the Palestinian level means that the demand of future generations, includ-
ing the young, is growing along with the depletion of these resources, will portend deep cases of poverty and 
unemployment, while demand for labor, housing... will rise. On the other hand, sustainability has to be taken 
into consideration as it is a state of communication between the generations and cutting these relations. This 
will lead to creating balance between the rights and requirements provided by the existing system for young 
people (and children) in the present and the future, with the rest of society, especially the elderly (and resources 
required to cover their pensions, and social and health insurances...).In light of this, any future move towards 
young people requires taking into account the issue of sustainability including patterns of life of young people 
and their environment. 

The health sector is of vital importance.  Justice within the health system lies in its ability to respond to the chal-
lenges to good health faced by communities.  Its e�cacy is measured by the ease of access to its services, along 
with a cultural sensibility in dealing with prevailing and emerging health concerns.  The Palestinian health system 
has been able to build an extensive network of primary health care centers.  It has succeeded in reducing disease 
and mortality among children and mothers by implementing national immunization programs and reproductive 
health and family planning programs in its facilities and health centers.  This has brought about improvement 
and signi�cant progress in some areas of health but its response to other changes and challenges is still slow and 
inadequate.  Youth-oriented services continue to be limited or unavailable in educational programs or come to 
an abrupt end when there is no further funding.  The system is capable of dealing with the urgent needs of youth 
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in a limited way.  Health personnel do not always have the capacity to deal with problems of domestic violence, 
sexually transmitted diseases and psychological problems and hence are unable provide appropriate advice and 
guidance to those a�icted youth. The bulk of current interventions in health services are primarily focused on the 
mother and child, and little to the needs of the reproductive and mental health of youth.

It is time for the nation to pay attention to the health concerns of young people, taking into account social and 
economic determinants of health.  Interventions to address the roots of health concerns which are outside of 
the health system must be developed.  The cooperation of other sectors in responding to the health of young 
people is crucial for the improvement of their health and well-being. The deterioration of the health of young 
people does not simply re�ect the failure of the health system itself, but also the incapacity of other national ac-
tors to achieve economic and social youth equality. In order to stimulate the psychological well-being of youth, 
they need to be actively engaged in the community and in key decision making.  Policies in the �eld of health 
and other sectors must be reviewed and revised in order to include measures to protect young people and 
eradicate all forms of discrimination facing youth.  In addition, it is vital to develop national policies that specify 
targets and indicators relevant to young people’s health.  The promotion of healthy behavior, the provision of 
essential information, guidance and services, the upholding of their rights as well as their involvement in sports, 
social activities and programs are foundations that can enhance and enrich young people’s health. 

This chapter has addressed a number of signi�cant social issues, although it has not covered them in the detail 
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warranted.  Family, social and gender relationships in�uence upbringing.  They also prepare young people for 
the challenges they will face.  Building social and family relationships based on dialogue and openness, toler-
ance of social class, age, religion and gender, along with the sharing of burdens and responsibilities among 
family members and members of the community are key objectives.  In this way, Palestinian society can be 
strengthened to resist the challenges of the occupation and the ensuing violence and varied political agendas.
Culture is of signi�cance because of its role in guiding socio-political transformation. Culture is either a tool of 
change and development of society, or a tool devoted to patterns of traditional relations within it.  The culture 
developed by education and upbringing form the foundation that builds youth character and thus their future 
behavior.  Therefore youth either carry the traditional values which have been thrust upon them or carry with 
them elements of change and progress based on freedom of choice, innovation, logic, individuality, rebellion, 
openness and justice. 

Palestinian culture at the collective level has developed.  Several theater groups have been founded, and young 
people actively participate in exhibitions, plays, �ne arts and performing arts, which require greater focus and 
investment in the future. 

The media is one of the most important mediums for the dissemination of information, and an in�uencer on the 
formation of youth trends, opinions and attitudes. The media, factional media in particular, has played a nega-
tive role in promoting division in Palestine in recent times, and has been characterized by enticing language.  
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Chapter 3:

Youth Participation and 
Political Opinions 
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3.1 Introductory Remarks (Expert’s Opinion)16

Political participation plays an important role in the development of democratic governance.  It has come to 
the forefront of political discussion in transitional societies where government systems have traditionally been 
inherited and have not adopted the true concept of citizenship.  In this context, political participation forms the 
central pillar of a legitimate political system. 

Political participation is embodied in the process of nomination, election, access to political positions, decision 
making, participation in political parties and leadership.  In this sense, economic, social, cultural and political 
conditions in�uence the political involvement of youth in public life.  Despite the voting power of young people, 
the distribution of power in society along with legislative obstacles ensure that Palestinian youth are marginal-
ized from political participation, and speci�cally in the legislative and local elections. 

Youth issues may be addressed within the framework of rights and duties, that is to say, their political participa-
tion is not only a constitutional right, but also a national duty.  No one can prevent a young person from exer-
cising this right, and likewise young people should consider it a responsibility which they can express through 
active participation in public a�airs. 

It is a challenge to empower young people and invest them with a solid foundation on which to build an inde-
pendent position and improve the e�ectiveness of their participation.   It is also di�cult to encourage youth 
to express the true voice of young people, independent of the in�uence of family and traditional patterns of 
power that dominate the electoral scene in Palestine.  Hence, many institutions working with Palestinian youth 
aim to establish a new era of youth work in Palestine based on professionalism and standards of good practice.  
Activities and programs focused on their needs and priorities should, however, be harmonized in order to best 
support youth and ensure the optimal investment of human and material resources.

The involvement of young people in public life is a form of participatory democracy and an element of good 
governance.  Youth participation will enhance political development, activate the political participation of other 
young people and reduce the political gap experienced by young Palestinians who are marginalized and ne-
glected by political parties.  The causes for the disregard of youth are associated with the very nature of these 
political parties, the programs o�ered to young people and the political discourse.  Serious thought is required 
of how to activate youth and attract them to political parties and public work.   This may be achieved through 
reformulating priorities and programs in line with the national agenda that will support the coordination of work 
of civil institutions and governmental ones and the integration of youth into them.  Most importantly, there is 
a need for these parties to provide an incubator environment for the participation of young people, taking into 
consideration variables such as education, profession, gender, age and income.  In general, the Palestinian fac-
tions and their leaders maintain their distance from the youth sector.  In doing so, however, these factions are 
isolating themselves from the active involvement of youth, which is intrinsic to the achievement of their pro-
grams and objectives.  Current party leaders are reticent to assign leadership positions to young people.

In order to consider youth as active partners they must be respected and vested with the role of partner and 
agent of political and social change.  Actual participation and contribution of young people in political life can-
not be achieved otherwise.  Youth have their own visions for the future, as well as open minds, enthusiasm and 
creative energy.   They represent a relative majority in Palestine and their opinions on political agendas and 
programs should be acknowledged and taken into account.  Therefore, expanding the involvement of young 
people in the management of local a�airs, for example, through participation in elections, represents a leap in 
the expected political reform, and represents a form of political participation. 

Finally, there is a prevailing misconception that the participatory process begins and ends with the electoral 
process.  In fact, when we ask the questions, What does democracy mean to you?, the immediate answer is open 

16 Based on a paper submitted by D. Omar Rahhal, Director of The Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Participation «SHAMS», entitled The 
Absent Role of Youth, 2012.
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and free elections.  Electoral participation is certainly a form of democracy, but is not considered its only element.  
Rather it is an ongoing process that takes di�erent forms and requires social and political activism. 

Palestinian youth have for decades faced an unjust system of colonization, occupation, annexation, and various 
forms of torture and humiliation in order to break their will and keep them diverted from the essential issues of 
democratization and national liberation. The continued disregard for youth in our society and the indi�erence 
about what is a�ecting them is the inevitable result of policies ignorant of their situation.  All this has increased 
their marginalization and ensuing passivity. Older people continue to take up decision-making positions and 
maintain their traditional attitude towards youth.   Despite some focus on youth, there is a lack of trust in their 
ability and little value assigned to their contribution.  

Youth participation is a�ected by the socio-cultural elements existing around power, i.e. the patriarchal struc-
ture prevailing in a transitional society, and is restricted by the occupation which limits the process of social and 
cultural change.  The ever existing domination of tribal and family traditions is in part the result of the economic 
recession and the lack of materialistic incentives for change in the general political and social situation.  Factors 
such as the negative social and cultural values which impede the participation of young people in the decision-
making process, the attempts to in�uence them, adult control over electoral lists, and the absence of a fair dis-
tribution of power and wealth all exclude young people. 

As a result, there is a risk that the frustration felt by youth due to this marginalization will be manifested through 
extremism and violence.  Today, youth are alienated due to bureaucratic regulations and patterns of power that 
lack true democratic principles.  This does not only exclude them but also limits their role to simple law abiders, 
which makes them feel helpless and unable to realize themselves.  Alienation is an intermediate stage between 
withdrawal from society and rebellion.  Continuing to ignore the issues facing young people in our communi-
ties and remaining indi�erent to what is happening around them will only augment feelings of frustration and 
resentment among the youth sector. 

3.2  Youth Participation 

True participation means the full involvement of the people in decisions that a�ect their lives, regardless of their 
gender, race, age, class or disability.  However, participation does not always mean one can actually in�uence.  
The contributions of youth are often minimized or completely ignored. This is a common feeling among youth 
(and other marginalized groups, such as women, children and the disabled) that their participation is limited to 
attendance in training, or membership in a governmental or non-governmental institution.  Real participation is 
then limited to those who wield power and who belong to a particular socio-economic class.  

What should be meant by participation is the sharing of political, economic and social power. This would enable 
youth to in�uence the social and economic performance of society.   Equal involvement of young people in the 
decision-making process means being part of policy-making at the planning and management levels.  

Palestinian society has experienced many forms of political participation, most notably through a�liation with 
Palestinian parties, although the proportion of this has dropped in the years after the establishment of the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA).  Seventy-three percent of the surveyed participants stated that they do not belong to any 
political faction, compared to 27% who do.  The percentage is higher for party a�liation in the West Bank than 
in the Gaza Strip, and higher among males than females.  Furthermore, 39% of respondents indicated that this 
low rate is due to a lack of con�dence in existing political factions, and 20% asserted that these political parties 
do not represent their interests and perspectives.  Ten percent have quit their party after the political division.  
There is a high rate of abstention from political factions in the Gaza Strip, reaching 18% (compared to 8% in the 
West Bank). 
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Chart 7: Why young people do not belong to political factions

39%

10%

8%

4%

20%

17%

1%

Do not trust political parties

Existing parties do not express my point of view

Other

Left political party due to state of division

Avoid accountability with Palestinian security personal

To avoid arrest by Israeli authorities

More than one answer

Despite the decline in the rate of involvement in political parties, the majority of young people are trying to 
bring about change at the political level.  There are a myriad of reasons that limit ambitious young people from 
achieving change, including the occupation, political division, as well as the ever-deteriorating living conditions 
in Palestine.  Nonetheless, half of Palestinian youth believe that they have the ability to bring about change, 
especially in the Gaza Strip and among young males (57% and 54% respectively). 

Volunteer work is one of the most signi�cant ways in which youth believe they are capable of contributing to 
their communities.  In fact 59% of young people stated that they had already volunteered in their community.  
It is notable that males are more involved in volunteer work than females, and that the rate of participation in 
voluntary work is higher in the West Bank than in the Gaza Strip. 

Sectors in which young Palestinians volunteer are varied.  The highest percentage of volunteerism is in youth 
activities which involves 34% of young people, followed by health activities with 17%, and 14% are involved in 
working with the poor and in educational activities.
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The proportion of youth who participate in community-based organizations is 27%,  matching that of youth 
who participate in political parties.  However, the proportion of people who are members of community-based 
organizations decreases among females and in the Gaza Strip.   Youth membership is distributed among a range 
of public organizations, but the highest percentage is for youth organizations, as shown in the Chart (8).

Chart 8:  Youth membership in civil and community organizations

Youth
Organizations

Youth, Athletic or 
Women's Club

Civil Institution Student Union Vocational Union More than one 
answer

Other

7%7% 4%

18%
14%

11%

38%

In Jerusalem, focus groups were held in the Mount of Olives, Silwan and the Old City.  Two primary issues 
emerged on this topic. The �rst was the dissatisfaction and lack of faith in these institutions.  One reason given 
was that many of the organizations operating in Jerusalem exploit the sensitivity of their situation including the 
Judaization of the city, the con�scation of homes and the revocation of identity cards.  They support the stead-
fastness of Jerusalemites, but without bringing about any signi�cant change.  Furthermore, institutions working 
in Jerusalem should operate in a way that takes into account the uniqueness of the issues surrounding Jerusalem 
and that focus on these issues should be at the core of programming.   According to a young man, “Some insti-
tutions work in Jerusalem simply in order to increase their funding.”  There is agreement, however, that a 
small number of institutions do provide quality programs for young people. 
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The second issue relates to youth participation in Jerusalem.  Some consider that there has recently been an 
increase in the e�ectiveness of their participation in reaction to the continued onslaught against Jerusalemite 
youth in general.  On the other hand, some consider that youth participation is weaker due to a change in their 
priorities such as addressing their poverty and unemployment, although actions rejecting the occupation and its 
policies are present nonetheless.  Others believe that participation especially in community activities is weaken-
ing, but not so for political activities.  The participants surveyed mentioned the shortcomings of the PA and the 
role of political factions within Jerusalem.  

One young man from the old city had this to say, “We have only just began to hear the word Jerusalem in 
televised speeches.”  One of the main forms of participation among young people is through student clubs 
in universities and colleges.   Some observers consider that the outcome of campus elections and enrolment in 
these political clubs are indicators of wider political opinion.  Surprisingly, the majority of young people (76%) 
think that student clubs represent the interests of the institution they belong to and the political faction they 
represent.  Seventy-three percent indicated that the student union at their academic institution, regardless of 
the political faction of which it is formed, concentrates its activities on politics (in the narrow factional sense) 
rather than on the demands of students.

Participants from Jenin noted that the impact of the big political factions within universities limits the autonomy 
of students, and weakens interest in the union and student issues.  They concluded that:

•	 The political parties and their leaders are more in�uential o� campus.  They also wield great power over 
campus politics and activities, maintaining their political agendas with little regard for the actual interests 
and real issues a�ecting university youth.  Any decisions taken within the university campus must �rst get 
the approval of the political party itself.  The intervention of security forces in university elections, such as the 
political arrests of students running for leadership before and after the elections, raises fear and intimidation 
among students.

•	 The emergence of family and regional loyalties within the student clubs, and within university life in general, 
a�ects student a�liations, which  means the families still exert in�uence on the choices and the political 
orientation of students.

As for the participation of young people in local government, in spite of the e�orts made by many organizations 
to encourage youth involvement, especially through the formation of youth local councils (a Sharek initiative), 
the results are generally disappointing.  

In a study of the Arab World for Research and Development (AWRAD) in 2011, results revealed the following:  

•	 The majority of young people have a narrow understanding of local governance.  % consider that the lo-
cal government bodies are institutions which have a role in economic and social development, while 56% 
merely view them as providers of essential services such as water, electricity and infrastructure. 

•	 54% of young people have not yet voted in local council elections, while 46% said they have.  Two-thirds of 
those who did not vote were under the legal age during the last elections (2004 and 2005). 

•	 44% of young people prefer to have a man of 35 years old or less as the head of the local council. 
•	 16% of young people said that they participated in workshops to identify priorities, and 9% were involved 

in planning meetings for the local authority.  In contrast 37% said they participated in voluntary campaigns 
to serve their community. 

•	 57% of the local councils do not have any young members.
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3.3  Young People’s Views on Political Issues

Identity
More than half of the Palestinian youth surveyed, 57%, primarily identify themselves as Palestinians, while 31% 
identify themselves as Muslims and 7% as Arabs.   Di�erences in the de�nition of the identity of Palestinian youth 
emerged, depending on the region.  Islamic identity is stronger among the youth of Gaza at 41%, compared with 
29% in the West Bank. 

Table (5): Youth Identity by Region
West Bank Gaza Strip

Palestinian 59% 50%

Arab 7% 3%

Muslim 29% 41%

The views of youth in focus group discussions revealed that they have several determinants of identity.  The 
majority identi�ed themselves according to their national identity, i.e. as Palestinians, while the remainder iden-
ti�ed themselves according to their Arab or religious identity.  There was, however, debate about which com-
ponents of identity took precedence depending on the context in which they �nd themselves.  For example, 
young Palestinians may be more likely to identify themselves with their national Palestinian identity when with 
non-Palestinians, and when sharing the struggles and sacri�ces of the Palestinian people, while those residing 
in Arab or Islamic countries, though they do not ignore their Palestinian nationality, may focus more on their 
religious or Arab character. 

Young people seem to have some sub-national tendencies in de�ning their identity.   Some such identities are 
on the basis of region (from the West Bank or Gaza), or by place of residence (Nablus, Hebron etc…), or region 
(the north or south).  Due to the special case of Jerusalem, which is a part of Palestine occupied in 1967, Jerusa-
lemites debated the blue identity card.  (The blue identity card, or Jerusalem ID, is only given to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem to distinguish them from the residents of the West Bank and Gaza Strip and from Israeli citizens.  
This blue ID gives them the right to reside in Jerusalem, but not the right to be citizens of Israel or the Palestinian 
Authority).  Some young people argued that the Jerusalem ID is somehow a double-edged sword:  On the one 
hand it is a blessing because it proves the existence of Jerusalemites in the city and to some extent gives them 
freedom of movement; on the other hand it is a curse because it has led to increased segregation between the 
Palestinian people. 

Political A�liation and the Position of Factions 
Over 68% of young people surveyed have clearly expressed that the political division has weakened Palestinians 
in their struggle to express and defend their rights globally, and even on a national level to rally around united 
national objectives.  A young man from Gaza had this to say, “Ironically, we ask the world to stand by our side.  
How could we ask for this if we are ourselves divided and unable to reach a common position? I’m sure 
that we are not going to achieve anything as long as we are divided.” 

The issue of political division in Palestine has also had an impact on the legitimacy of existing political parties.  
This has been highlighted through the survey results, as 42% of young people feel that none of the existing 
Palestinian parties represent the people.  One third of the surveyed youth (33%) believe that the PLO is the le-
gitimate representative of the Palestinians, while 20% attribute this to Fatah and 5% to Hamas.

The Palestinian State and its Desired Political System 
Sixty percent of young people believe that the establishment of a Palestinian state on the land occupied in 1967 
will not become a reality as a result of the complexity of the internal and foreign political situations.  Some of 

Th
e 

St
at

us
 o

f Y
ou

th
 in

 P
al

es
tin

e 
 2

01
3

56



those surveyed consider that the internal division has weakened the Palestinian position.  A young man from 
Gaza said, “We have no uni�ed strategy for the struggle.  We are busy with the Fatah and Hamas division 
today.  We will wake up one day surprised by the presence of one million settlers.”  Add to this the poor 
performance of Palestinian institutions which have failed to achieve a degree of self-dependence.  For example, 
a young man from Nablus stated, “Today we lack for real institutions. The ministries in the West Bank still 
practice nepotism, and in Gaza I don’t know if there is an authority at all - what we see on TV from one 
political faction is not of the people.”  Some youth feel that due to the accelerated changes occurring in the 
Arab world, there is less of a focus on the Palestinian cause, as the Arab countries are occupied with their internal 
a�airs. A young woman from Ramallah addressed this point saying, “I’m not really sure that there is a possibil-
ity for an Arab country to play an active role in supporting us these days.  Each Arab country is busy with 
their own issues.  They need to solve their own problems �rst.”

As for those who believe that there will be a Palestinian state one day, 52% of them prefer to have a democratic 
system in Palestine while 41% prefer an Islamic system. When asked about their de�nition of the democratic 
state they wish to see in the future of Palestine, one young man from Ramallah put it by saying,  “A democratic 
state means elections, rotations in government and the rule of law.”   A young woman o�ered her view of 
what she thinks may apply to democratic states, “More importantly, there is a need for pluralism.  Each of us 
has the freedom to eat and wear and express our opinions freely and the state has nothing to do with the 
lives and choices of people.  This is democracy in my opinion.”  

The de�nitions of an Islamic state by some young people were varied.  Some of them regarded the Islamic state 
system as a system which applies Sharia, while others regarded the Islamic system in the sense of justice, and 
yet others talked about the values   and ethics of society as part of the tasks of an Islamic state system.  The youth 
were asked to identify di�erences and similarities among the ruling Islamist parties in Turkey, Iran and Gaza.   A 
high percentage of participants said that the Islamic regime they desire does not resemble any of these models 
but that rather they are looking to major historical models such as Omar bin Abdul Aziz.

There are youth who do feel optimistic about the establishment of a Palestinian state.   In the Gaza Strip 54% be-
lieve this will come about and in the West Bank 35% do.  The proportion of females who hold this opinion is 46% 
compared to 32% of males, and 44% of refugees compared to 36% of the non-refugees also believe a Palestinian 
state will be established.  It is interesting to note that the proportion of young supporters of an Islamic regime is 
higher in the West Bank than in Gaza, at 42% compared to 36% respectively. 
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Strategies to Resist Occupation 
“I support the full boycott of Israel. The negotiations did not give us Al Aqsa back nor did it bring back the 
refugees, all it did was hinder the Palestinian issue.” (A young man from Nouba in Hebron).

“At a time when we need to be as one in resisting the occupation, division is growing. There is nothing 
new in the reconciliation process.  Neither Hamas nor Fatah want reconciliation. It seems that they are 
preoccupied with their own interests and have no problem with the current situation.” (A young man from 
Khan Younis). 

“When we were resisting, we had the world’s attention. Today, everything has changed and no one cares 
about us anymore.  We have lost the trump card we had in hand, we gave up resistance.” (A young man 
from Ramallah) 

The previous quotations re�ect the position of the majority of Palestinian youth regarding strategies for resisting 
the occupation.  Focus group discussions showed an awareness among young people of the failure of negotia-
tions, which have not achieved any success over the past two decades.  Youth are generally dismissive of negoti-
ations and supportive of resistance in all its forms.  They are aware that the state of division cannot be an incuba-
tor for resistance.  A young man from Khan Younis argued that the state of division re�ects the narrow interests 
of the divided parties.  Some surveyed youth felt that the experience of the �rst intifada could form the basis for 
Palestinian resistance today. “The �rst intifada succeeded in many of its goals, so why don’t we repeat the 
experience now? There is nothing for us to lose,” said a young man from a village of Nablus.  Others believe 
that the forms of popular resistance, while good, need development, expansion or adoption from the Palestinian 
factions. “In Bil’in and Nabi Saleh people still express themselves and take the initiative. Why doesn’t the 
government support these experiences? Why don’t the factions support them too?” asked a young woman 
from a village near Ramallah.  Others believe that armed resistance can be the most e�ective against the occu-
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pation. “What is the thing that forces Israel out from southern Lebanon and the Gaza Strip? Isn’t it armed 
resistance?” asked a young man from Jabaliya.  

There is, however, a small segment of youth who see the possibility of a return to negotiations under Palestinian 
terms. “Negotiations gained us an Authority.  It is not possible to get everything we want all at once, and 
at least in this way we do not lose our youth to martyrdom and prison.  If we support the position of our 
president and the PA, it is possible to go back to fruitful negotiations.” (A young man from Ramallah).

It must be emphasized that popular resistance is not something new to Palestinians.  The �rst intifada, which be-
gan in December 1987, was the �rst Palestinian mass movement involving all sectors of the Palestinian people. 
The intifada, through a set of clear objectives including the methods of struggle needed to achieve these objec-
tives, was able to continue and grow as a real revolution.  The intifada succeeded in imposing a new reality on 
the Arab-Israeli con�ict.

The intifada formed a framework of the Palestinian struggle, and became a weapon in the hands of the Palestin-
ians.  It became a Palestinian method of confronting the occupation head on and working to achieve the nation-
al goals of the Palestinian people, namely freedom and independence.  The comprehensiveness and continuity 
of the intifada brought together the masses of the Palestinian people in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, who 
seemed more than ever united in the face of the occupation.

No one can diminish the pivotal role of young people in popular resistance, due to their involvement in all phas-
es of the Palestinian national struggle.   Young people today are in a position to outperform yesterday’s youth 
due to the new means available to them, such as social media, which could fuel popular resistance, and attract 
supporters on a regional and international level. 

Young leaders can work with youth to develop methods to resist the occupation in various ways: the recruitment 
of young volunteers in the name of national service; supporting local producers and boycotting Israeli products; 
launching websites to expose Israeli practices;  using the media, especially social media, to connect with other 
youth on an international and regional level to advocate their cause; encouraging young internationals to ap-
proach their respective governments to stand up against Israeli practices; deepen their political awareness and 
actively participate in national activities and events and volunteer to assist fellow Palestinians who have been 
a�ected by destructive Israeli policies. 

Statistically, results are in line with �ndings from the focus groups conducted, where the majority of young Pal-
estinians believe in resistance in its di�erent forms as the strategy to resist the occupation.  A mere 3% support 
negotiations as the single strategy for Palestinians to achieve their rights.  If we take into account all forms of 
resistance, approval reached 70% of Palestinian youth. 
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Chart 9:  Preferred strategies for confronting the occupation 

Combining 
public and armed 

resistance
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Public resistance 
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Youth Activism in Palestine
With low levels of youth activism in some community-based organizations, youth have sought other channels to 
express their political and social views.  Social networking represented one of these channels.  For instance, 27% of 
those surveyed considered that there is considerable Palestinian youth activity in social networking with respect to 
confronting the occupation and its policies, while 42% considered Palestinian action using this medium as average.  
The generally lower levels of youth participation in political parties versus the higher levels of activism as indepen-
dents has been scorned by political forces, who have refrained from supporting young people in their objectives.   
One such example is the March 15 action organized by young Gazans in 2011.   A young activist in the Gaza Strip 
said, “After the experience of March 1517  I became convinced that youth are not able to do anything without 
the support of political parties.  Despite what I think of them, our role is to work within these parties and not 
challenge them.”  This view was shared by another young man, “I think that the political parties are responsi-
ble for destroying the March 15 action despite youth trying to stick to them.  I think that the political parties 
constitute an obstacle rather than a supporter for young people’s participation.”  

The youth movement has been repressed continually and some youth have even been arrested by the security 
services in the West Bank and Gaza Strip for their involvement in such movements.  A young activist in Ramallah 
stated, “Sure youth participation is limited in the West Bank and Gaza.   The authority of security may be 
di�erent, but ultimately each party is interested in exercising its power and enhancing the division.  In 
the West Bank, many young people have been arrested on the grounds of partaking in activities, demon-
strations and sit-ins.  Among these young people there were Islamists and leftists, and even some young 
people from Fatah itself.  In Gaza, it is forbidden to say anything against the government there.” 

17 The movement of March 15 (2011) was a call for protests to force an end to political division in Palestine; it was a call for unity.  It was initiated 
by a group of young Gazans, through the use of social network sites, especially facebook.  They also proposed a Youth National Plan for National 
Reconciliation for the ruling parties.  Unfortunately, the day was coopted by the political factions, and the activists who organized and partook in 
the day’s events found themselves beaten, assaulted and/or arrested.  Please refer to Sharek Youth Forum’s Situation Report 2011 for more infor-
mation.
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Most observers of Palestinian a�airs consider the Palestinian youth movement as nothing more than an attempt 
to imitate the Arab Spring without adapting it to their unique context.  The Arab youth movement in Arab 
countries is composed of various ideologies, but it is credited for its unity to achieve one goal which is to topple 
political regimes.  The Egyptian and Tunisian revolutions stand out.  Arab youth surprised the world by standing 
up to brutal police regimes.  The young people of these two countries were not seasoned revolutionaries, expe-
rienced in struggle and national activities or organized as is the case in Palestine, Lebanon or Iraq.  Yet there was 
unrivaled steadfastness and determination to achieve their goal, despite the gravity of the consequences.   The 
Arab youth movement is credited for being completely in the hands of youth.  Despite some attempts to thwart 
this, Arab youth persevered and have overcome many challenges.

If there was a speci�c target for the Arab youth movement in those countries, it was to overthrow the political 
regimes.  But what is the goal of the Palestinian youth movement? Is it to overthrow the Palestinian political 
system (i.e. the PA), or to abolish the occupation or is it to end the internal division?   Not all participants in the 
Palestinian youth movement are in agreement on the main goal.  There are varying views and purposes, and 
the lack of agreement on a single goal has weakened their position and led to argument among these activists. 
How could youth groups with various attitudes, a�liations, ideologies and ideas agree on a single goal? The 
Palestinian youth movement during the Arab revolutions as a whole was exclusive and selective.  Most of the 
participants and leaders belonged to a narrow sector of the population, i.e. the highly educated, middle and 
bourgeois class and the leftist intellects and were dissociated from the broad popular base, never having ex-
perienced poverty, deprivation and destitution.  This means that their views about such problems remained 
super�cial and ine�ectual.  

This latest attempt at youth activism lacked a charismatic leader.  Advocates for activism in youth groups often 
did not agree and were known to attack each other’s views.  There was suspicion and distrust among them, and 
more than that there was a sense of superiority.  The youth movement was not adept at making alliances and 
failed to reach out and attract young counterparts from other classes.  Some intended to manifest themselves 
in the way that Arab youth did in neighboring countries, but the place, the circumstance and the players on the 
ground are not the same.

The Palestinian youth movement is frustrated due to the current state of a�airs in Palestine, including the po-
litical division and the stalemate in negotiations.  Furthermore, the Palestinian youth movement has been con-
tained by political authorities including, President Mahmoud Abbas who has met with these youth and succeed-
ed in appeasing them by pretending to acquiesce to their demands.  The attempt by some Palestinian factions 
to adopt youth movements has led to counterproductive results, as in the March 15th movement.

Youth Views on Revolutions and Elections in the Arab Countries 
The struggle of Arab youth and their rightful defense for the issues and concerns of their people came in the con-
text of the political, social and economic deterioration witnessed in various Arab countries.  This rea�rmed the 
importance of the role of youth in every endeavor to achieve sustainable development.  Youth initiated their move-
ment to express their discontent.  Millions of Arab youth did not betray the social and political concerns of their 
people.  These young people have shown a deep awareness of themselves, their a�liation, their identity and their 
history.  However, the process of change requires continued involvement.  It is di�cult to change the opinion of 
those who occupy positions of leadership about youth.  Change happens when institutions realize the importance 
of working with young people, and truly believe in them rather than just give them token consideration.   

The change must entail building the youthful mind on the basis of freedom, creativity and the ability to think, 
innovate and invent. Young people enjoy creative energy, lively spirit, physical and intellectual capacities, giving 
and sacri�ce. In order to foresee a promising future for the young men and women, we must intensify e�orts and 
do more business and activation of plans, programs and strategies related to young men and women to learn 
their attitudes and approach of their concerns and interests. Furthermore, it is necessary to �nd the best formu-
las of how to integrate them as an e�ective human capital, which puts various government institutions and civil 
society organizations in front of their responsibility.
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The process of change and getting out of the dark tunnel encountered di�culties and obstacles. Despite the 
fact that history is saturated with defeats, hassle, risk, division and retreat, but the present and its current results 
establishes for a brighter and more human future. Perhaps young people constitute the essential part of change, 
because they are the fundamental driving force, as they produce new ideas of their generation which are most 
able to express their concerns. In the youth lies vitality, enthusiasm, creativity and brilliance needed for change, 
and the ability to give and the desire to renewal that end up with rebellion and insurrection in order to break the 
constraints that stand in front of their aspirations.

This report is not limited to the examination of the political opinions of young people on Palestinian a�airs, but 
also of young people’s impressions about what is going on in the region.  In this context, over 67% of young 
people believed that the Arab revolutions succeeded compared to 33% who do not believe they have achieved 
much success. 

Chart 10: Opinions regarding the rise of Islamic movements

They have clear programs and alternative 
systems of governance

Religious reasons

Absence of a alternative political force

Success will be short -lived

Other

More than one answer

32%

32%

20%

10%

4%

1%

The focus group discussions about regional events centered on the meaning of the success and failure of these 
revolutions.  Views of young people in this regard varied.  Some youth considered that breaking the barrier of 
fear of authoritarian regimes in the Arab countries which experienced revolutions, whether or not they suc-
ceeded in actually overthrowing the political systems, represents a success in itself.   A young man from Nablus 
had this to say, “Revolutions pass through phases.  It is not necessary for a revolution to succeed in achiev-
ing all its objectives.  What is important is that people begin to believe in their ability to e�ect change 
and break the barrier of fear they grew with.”  However, others consider that these revolutions represent the 
beginning of change, and will not simply stop at changing the political system.  “The important thing is that 
people acted.  Years of oppression and fear were cast aside.  This is just the beginning.” (A young man from 
Ramallah) 

Other young people consider it too early to judge whether or not revolutions are a success or failure.  The main 
concern surrounding the changes in neighboring Arab countries is foreign intervention.  A young man from 
Nouba commented about this, saying “There is no revolution, there is a process of change.   However, I fear 
foreign interference.   Success and failure is too early to judge.  We need more time to witness changes.”

Almost one third of young people surveyed (32%) believe that the reason for the success of Islamic parties in 
a number of Arab countries (e.g. Egypt and Tunisia) was due to the sympathy and religious persuasion of the 
people.  An equal number believe that the programs of Islamic parties are clear and constitute an alternative to 
the regimes which collapsed.  However, 20% believe that the success of Islamic parties is due to the absence of 
organized political forces that can compete with them. 

Some surveyed youth expressed optimism about the arrival of Islamist rule, and others felt that this success 
is only temporary and will end after the �rst elections, because Islamists will not achieve signi�cant success 
in o�ce.  A young man from Hebron admitted, “Of course I am optimistic about the success of the Islamic 
parties in the elections. This result re�ects people’s choices and their actual desire to change.”  A young 
Gazan said, “I think that the Islamists do not have clear and viable programs, and therefore their rule will 
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end in the next elections.  People need programs which reduce poverty, eliminate corruption and lead to 
development, not just slogans and religious fervor.”

Views varied on the possibility of reproducing the current changes taking place in other Arab nations with the Pal-
estinian issue.  Some hold the belief that there are more imminent priorities in those countries and that the Pales-
tinian issue is too complex. A young man from Nouba commented, “Their current concern is to provide a living 
for the Egyptians, they have no time to spend on us.”  Other young people, however, consider the changes, es-
pecially in Egypt, in favor of the Palestinian cause.  A young man from Gaza City said, “It is satisfying to see Egypt 
open border crossings and facilitates our lives in Gaza.  This in itself is a victory for our cause.” 

3.4 Concluding Remarks  

Youth participation within their family, community and nation is an indicator of the level of development in the 
community.   E�ective youth participation leads to a society which invests in them in order to achieve develop-
ment objectives, which encourages dialogue among its citizens, establishes social and political frameworks char-
acterized by democracy, transparency, and the devolution of power; and �nally, to institute �exible economic 
structures which incorporate social responsibility, innovation, and individual and youth initiatives. 

Supporting youth participation in public a�airs requires a national strategy to promote the empowerment of 
young as both participants and contributors to the development process.  It is also an opportunity for young 
people to have a hand in determining their priorities and needs, and participate in decision-making.  Youth par-
ticipation lays the foundation for several forms of e�ective partnership across the various sectors, and among 
international  NGOs, institutions working with youth and those a�liated with political parties.

There are a number of critical factors that need to be addressed to enable increased youth involvement:  It is 
necessary that legislative and election laws be amended so as to ensure the involvement of young people; civil 
society organizations should have a greater role  with young people; a national strategy with o�cial inclusion of 
young people needs to be formulated; the government must encourage youth and adopt youth initiatives that 
create jobs and reduce unemployment; social responsibility from the corporate sector is vital, youth organiza-
tions should be supported and a culture of tolerance and coexistence among young people must be promoted.  
Empowering youth will enable youth participation in political, economic and social decision-making.  A look at 
the reality of our young people today reveals the extent of their reluctance to become involved in community 
issues and their withdrawal from political and social activities.  This is the result of the prolonged exclusion from 
public life that has been practiced against young people.  All obstacles that prevent participation, whether politi-
cal, social, cultural, administrative, economic or legal must be removed.  Certainly there is a need to invest the 
energies, enthusiasm and creativity of young people and to support them in achieving their aspirations and in 
developing their abilities.  Youth need to be provided with more educational opportunities for skills develop-
ment and other opportunities for their social, sporting, artistic, cultural ful�llment.   Increased dialogue and 
mutual understanding between youth and public o�cials is necessary to end exclusion and marginalization.

Th
e 

St
at

us
 o

f Y
ou

th
 in

 P
al

es
tin

e 
 2

01
3

64



65

Sh
ar

ek
 Y

ou
th

 F
or

um



Chapter 4:

Youth, Education and IT
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4.1 Education 

4.1.1 Introductory Remarks 
The Sharek youth report Promise or Peril? examined education from many aspects and in much detail.  In this report, 
the points of view of leaders of the private sector regarding the quality of higher education have been included.  
Two interviews were conducted, one with Mazen Sinokrot, former minister of economy and a Palestinian business-
man, and another with Samir Huleileh, the CEO of the Palestine Development and Investment Company (PADICO).  

Mazen Sinokrot argues that higher education is poor in terms of quality and output, due to the worsening �nan-
cial conditions and administrative crises su�ered by universities in recent years.  He cited the lack of funding for 
research and development at Palestinian universities. The failure of the Palestinian National Authority to meet 
their �nancial obligations to higher education institutions has led to a decline of educational services in general, 
and the quality of higher education in particular.  Furthermore, the income of people working in the academic 
�eld is not in line with their quali�cations.  This has forced many academics to leave their positions at universi-
ties in order to pursue more lucrative opportunities in other sectors of employment or to seek positions abroad.  
Sinokrot stated that the deteriorating national economic conditions are forcing thousands of students to leave 
university before completing their degree programs or to forego enrolment in order to enter the labor market to 
earn enough for university tuition.  

Huleileh concurred that there are many problems facing higher education in Palestine, particularly in terms of 
quality.  He feels that harmonizing the potential o�erings of higher education with community needs, particu-
larly those relating to the labor market, are essential.  Huleileh believes that there are three key problems a�ect-
ing the quality of higher education.  The �rst is related to the way in which students choose their area of study.  
Most students are uncertain about their choice and often end up majoring in a subject that does not interest 
them but were socially obliged to or because their scores in high school limited them to that �eld.  Undergradu-
ate programs are not keeping pace with global changes such as in business.  It is said that 20% of jobs change in 
terms of their demand each year in the United States, which means that every �ve years the employment map 
changes.  On the contrary, Palestinian universities rarely modify the specializations o�ered so as to be in line with 
the needs of the labor market.  In most cases, majors focus on accounting and management, while the private 
sector seeks broader and more speci�c majors than those o�ered.

The second problem a�ecting the quality of education is related to the skills possessed by students, especially 
communication, language and IT skills.  In general, young people possess very poor skills which makes them 
unable to communicate, particularly with international bodies.  Some students do possess such skills, but often 
they are those privileged enough to be educated in the private system.

The third problem is the weak link between universities and the community.  The level of interaction of profes-
sors and students with the wider public and local businesses is very limited, thus restricting their experience to 
an academic one with little practical or work experience.  He refers to Hebron Polytechnic as an exception to this.  
To resolve these problems, Huleileh suggests that the most important change required to attain the education 
standards capable of meeting the needs of the market is to reduce the number of local universities by up to 
half.  He does not believe it is reasonable that the number of universities in Palestine is twice that in Israel.  The 
presence of a large number of universities does not indicate the extent of openness, but rather is a sign that the 
concept of university is misconstrued.  University is not just a learning or training center, but is also a center of 
knowledge and scienti�c research.  The large number of universities, compounded by the lack of �nancial re-
sources, inevitably leads to a decline in the quality of education.  Teaching focuses on traditional methods, which 
is relatively economical, and there is little provision of necessary equipment or investment for development and 
research.  It would be bene�cial to convert part of the universities into dedicated university colleges which work 
on retraining sta� in �elds such as health and education.

Huleileh also urges existing universities to extend their geographical reach.  This means that the University of 
Hebron, for example, should have branches or faculties in other locations in order to give universities a national 
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character.  What more, university’s need to reduce the number of university students they admit each year.  
Vocational and technical colleges, on the other hand, need to increase enrolment so as to meet the needs of 
the labor market.  What is especially in demand are technical graduates with strong quali�cations (four years 
of study for instance) who are quickly absorbed into the labor force due to the real link of technical skills to 
the labor market.  Changing admissions policies would reduce unemployment among university graduates and 
supplement the actual labor market with its needs for multi-disciplinary skilled graduates.  This would require 
appealing to the community to change its opinion and to support technical education, rather than only valuing 
university education. 

4.1.2  Statistical Indicators 
National statistics for 2011 show that 44.8% of young people (15-29 years) are enrolled in education, 84.9% in 
the age group (15-17 years), 50.8% for the age group (18-22 years) and 11.9% in the age group (23-29 years old).  
Statistics further indicate that dropouts and school non-attenders rates for the youth in Palestine has reached 
29.7% (34.2% for males and 24.9% for females).   The 2011 data indicate that the proportion of males (15-29 years 
old) who have completed their �rst university degree or higher reached 8.6%.  It is higher for females (15-29 
years old) with a percentage of 11.1%.  As for those who did not complete any educational stage, the percentage 
is 3.5% for males compared with 1.7% for females of the same age group.  Furthermore, data indicate that 0.7% 
of young people (15-29 years old) are illiterate, 0.8% for males and 0.6% for females.
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4.1.3  Young People’s Views on the Education Sector

Educational Level and Academic Specialization 
The satisfaction with education may determine the future of young people and their relationships to the la-
bor market.  The results highlighted that 65% of respondents were satis�ed with their academic specialization, 
which encourages them to pursue their education further.  Some youth expressed that they would like to com-
plete their education after entering the labor market, but that constraints may limit this ambition.

Chart 11:  Youth satisfaction with their academic specialization and level of education

Yes

To some
extent 

No

  Satisfaction with academic specialty
  Satisfaction with level of education

18% 23%

17% 28%

65% 48%

Thirty percent of youth stated that they were not satis�ed with their academic specialization and only chose 
their area of study due to the �nancial conditions of their families which prevented them from choosing an-
other specialty with higher tuition or to enroll in another university which o�ers their desired specialty.  This is 
especially true in the Gaza Strip and among young refugees.  Many youth were not happy with their high school 
tawjihi scores because they were not high enough to get them accepted into their preferred area of study.  
Unfortunately, there is little career guidance available in schools to assist students in choosing their university 
program.  Most youth therefore made their choice based on recommendations from others, especially parents. 

Chart 12:  Reasons for youth dissatisfaction with their academic specialization

Financial circum-
stances prevented 

me from choosing my 
desired specialization

Tuition costs prevent-
ed me from studying 

what I wanted

Did not know what to 
study when making a 

choice

Pressured by family to 
study this subject

Other

21%

11% 11%

30%

27%
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Violence in Schools 
The issue of violence in Palestinian schools is still a topic of concern within the educational system as a whole.  
Violence in schools is unique to other countries due to the occupation as the violence of the occupation has a 
detrimental impact on the children, youth and teachers. Students and sta� experience harassment from the 
Israeli army and settlers in many parts of the West Bank.  In some areas, such as the old city of Hebron, parents 
prefer to keep their children home rather than send them to school and potentially put them in harm’s way. 
Survey results showed that 38% of young people believe that violence in schools is still widespread, and 44% 
think it exists to some extent, while only 18% do not believe it to be an issue.  What is noticeable here is that 
the youth of the West Bank, especially males, believe that violence is prevalent in schools compared with their 
counterparts from the Gaza Strip youth or females. 
In 2011 PCBS conducted a study about violence.  It was found that about 9% of youth 18-29 years old were ex-
posed to psychological violence at the educational institutions.  This included name calling, shouting, threats, 
cursing, insults etc… As for physical violence, 4.2% had been exposed to acts such as punching, kicking and 
beating in school or at university.  This was composed of 6.7% males and 1.5% females.  According to the same 
survey, 0.8% of youth (0.7% males and 0.9% females) stated they were the victims of sexual abuse at school or 
on campus at least once in the preceding 12 months.  This leads one to question how many youth have been 
exposed to violence in one form or another but are too afraid or ashamed to admit to it, particularly in the case 
of sexual abuse.

Teaching Sex Education in Schools 
Despite the fact that Palestinian society is conservative and tends to avoid discussion  on sexual matters, survey 
results showed that 60% of young people agree or strongly agree that sex education should be included in the 
school curriculum.  The high percentage may be due to the fact that the sample study is composed of young 
people who may have more liberal opinions than the older population, who still cling to customs and traditions.   
Youth in the West Bank in particular support the inclusion of sex education in schools.

Education in occupied Jerusalem 
Jerusalem is isolated from its Palestinian environment through blockade, barriers and restrictions on freedom of 
movement and residence.   Palestinian Jerusalemites are in the unique position where they do not enjoy either 
Palestinian citizenship or Israeli citizenship.  The complexity of the situation of Jerusalem has made Jerusalemites 
vulnerable to deportation and harassment as well as to racist policies against them from the Israeli authorities.  
Hence, all aspects of life are exposed to the occupation and its policies, which make life intolerable. 

The education sector, for example, faces some serious challenges in Jerusalem. They include: 

•	 The presence of �ve di�erent educational systems in Palestinian schools in Jerusalem, namely: the schools of 
the Islamic Waqf, schools a�liated to the Israeli Department of Education (Ma’aref), schools of the Palestin-
ian National Authority, UNRWA schools and private schools. 

•	 The Judaization and Israelization of the curriculum.  The Ministry of Education recently imposed Israeli sub-
sidiary curricula to be taught in Palestinian schools in Jerusalem so as to re�ect the Israeli version of the 
con�ict. 

•	 Not allowing a Palestinian university to be established in Jerusalem, which means that Jerusalemite students 
have to study at universities in the West Bank, which do not enjoy the recognition needed to be employed 
in the Israeli market.
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4.2 Information Technology 

4.2.1  Introductory Remarks18 
In a world obsessed with the Internet and greater access to the vast amounts of available information, the world 
of telecommunications continues to expand in people’s lives.  Today two-thirds of the world’s population pos-
sesses a mobile phone, more than one-third uses the Internet and a billion people are a�liated with online social 
network sites.  The last twenty years have seen a digital explosion which has also impacted Palestine.  Technol-
ogy entered into the lives of young Palestinians and has brought about many positive e�ects, but also brings 
with it some uncertainty due to its newness and potential power.  

Despite youth accessing digital information and news in unprecedented numbers, this has not yet led to the 
emergence of a well-informed Palestinian society, or to a strengthening of the youth movement towards coordi-
nating their e�orts to achieve clear goals.  The combination of youth, the Internet and knowledge is a powerful 
one but requires a concerted e�ort to achieve the goals of the national project and continue to be steadfast.  
What is needed is an approach from youth which contributes to the betterment of society through the use of 
technology, and employing it in a meaningful way to attain national goals. 

According to PCBS, in 2011 two-thirds of Palestinian youth, had access to computer technology.  This is wasted 
unless there is coordinated and balanced e�ort to address national concerns and use technology as a tool for 
development.

4.2.2  Statistical Indicators 
The data related to information technology over the past years has shown that remarkable development has 
occurred in the areas of access and use of information and communication technology among young people.  
The data of 2011 showed that the percentage of youth (15-29) who use computers reached 67.5% in Palestine, 
70.4% in the West Bank compared with 62.7% in the Gaza Strip.  This contrasts with the statistics of 2004 which 
showed that 47.6% used computers in Palestine.   The gap between males and females with regard to the use 
of computers has diminished, with the proportion of computer use among males being 69.8%, versus 65.0% for 
females in 2011.

18 Contributed by Dr. Sabri Saidam.
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The percentage of young people in Palestine who have e-mail in 2011 was 42.9% (51.1% males and 34.4% fe-
males), with 45.9% in the West Bank, and 38.2% in the Gaza Strip.  This is three times higher than the rate of 2004, 
which was 14.3%.

Data from 2011 indicated that the percentage of young Palestinians who own a mobile phone is 75.2%, with 
79.4% in the West Bank and 68.5% in the Gaza Strip.  This is up considerably from 2004, when the rate of owner-
ship was 34.9%.  The current �gure varies signi�cantly between males and females, with 86.3% of males owning 
a phone and only 63.7% of females. 

National data showed that 49.8% of Palestinian youth do not read the daily newspapers or magazines at all, 
40.4% in the West Bank and 65.1% in the Gaza Strip.  However, 87.2% of young people in Palestine watch TV on 
a daily basis, 27.1% listen to the radio daily and 24.3% of them use the Internet every day.

4.2.3 Young People’s Views on the Information Technology Sector 
Internet is the primary source for information for young people, followed by satellite television.  As for the main 
source of information among young people, more than half of them, 55%, use social network sites such as Face-
book and Twitter, particularly in the West Bank.  Sixty-eight percent follow the news online, especially in the 
Gaza Strip.  These percentages are higher among males compared with females.

Chart 13: Sources of Information

Satellite TV Local TV Newspapers Friends Social media Local Radio OtherInternet More than 
one source

4%
6%

18%

5%

49%

4% 4%
1%

8%

Thirty-�ve percent of youth surveyed stated that they spend from one to two hours per day using social network 
sites and 30% spend less than one hour.  The main reasons given for the use of social networking websites is: 
communicating with friends; as a source of entertainment and to get to know people from around the world. 

4.3 Concluding Remarks 

The educational institutions in Palestine have played a vital role in raising political, social and cultural awareness, 
and were a support for political action during the Israeli occupation.  Since 1994, the PNA has been investing in 
the development and promotion of the education sector.  The development of the Palestinian school curricula 
is one of the most important successes achieved in recent years, in addition to the �ve-year plan for educational 
reform and inclusive education, and the National Strategy for Vocational and Technical Education.  However, 
there are issues which have yet to be addressed.  School and higher education institutions have a role in encour-
aging participation and active citizenship and equipping students with practical knowledge that enables them 
to engage with their communities e�ectively and e�ciently.
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Expanding investment in education is one of the main elements for sustainable development in Palestinian soci-
ety.  Various studies note that the e�ectiveness of development in con�ict areas comes in large part by investing 
in human resources and enhancing the role of social capital.  Accordingly, investment in young people requires 
re-evaluating the components of the educational process: infrastructure, teaching sta�, curriculum, educational 
methods and students.

Education is considered the most e�ective tool in enabling liberal development, becoming the foundation on 
which society is built, while at the same time resisting the occupation and its policies.  Along with investment in 
education is a need to seek out resources that are less susceptible to the occupation.  Hence it is important to 
invest in information technology, which depends heavily on the minds and abilities of the Palestinian people.
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Section Two:

Palestinian Youth within 
Palestine 1948 and in the 
Diaspora 
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Introduction: Message from the Youth of Palestine to All Pales-
tinian Youth 

1. Palestinian Youth of Palestine 1948
This section addresses the most important statistical data and indicators that shed light on the conditions of 
young Palestinians inside the Palestinian territory occupied in 1948 (young Palestinians in Israel). This section 
was based on a study conducted by the Arab Youth Association Baladna entitled ‘The Needs of the Palestinian 
Youth in Israel.’19  The study adopted a methodology combining qualitative and quantitative research tools.   
The opinion poll was conducted on a sample of 11th and 12th grade students in nine Arab schools spread over a 
wide geographical area.  The number of polled participants was 862 male and female students.  Female students 
constituted 60% of the sample size while male students constituted the remainder.  Muslim participants con-
stituted 75%, Christians 16.5% and Druze 1.2%.  In addition, meetings were held with 9 focus groups made up 
of 110 male and female participants between 18 and 30 years old from various communities and social groups.  
The groups were from the following Arab towns: Arrabah (Galilee), Nazareth, Ja�a-Nazareth, Umm al-Fahm, Tira, 
Haifa, Ja�a, Jerusalem, Kabul and the Negev.

This section of the report consists of two parts.  The �rst part presents statistical indicators based on information 
from the Department of Socio-economic Statistics and Surveys of the Galilee Association, while the second part 
presents the most signi�cant results of this study by the Arab Youth Association. 

1.1  Statistical Indicators 

By the end of 2010, the Arab population in Israel was approximately 1.3 million people, accounting for nearly 
17% of the total population (not including Jerusalem and the Golan Heights).  Young people under 29 years old 
constitute 62% of the Arab population, while those within the age group 15-29 constitute nearly 25%. 

19 This study was prepared by Amtans Shehadeh and Himmat Zoubi, with the assistance of Nidaa Nassar.
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The percentage of Arab citizens participating in the labor market in the year 2010 was around 41% (92% em-
ployed, 8% unemployed, 68.8% employed in full-time jobs and 19.5% in part-time jobs).  The percentage of 
Arab men in the labor market was 60% in 2010 (compared with 67% in 1998) with 92.3% of them employed and 
7.7% unemployed.  As for Arab women, the rate of participation in the labor market in the year 2010 was ap-
proximately 25% (compared with 18% in 1998); 91% of them are employed and 9% unemployed. Furthermore, 
results revealed that 50% of working women are employed in full-time jobs and 43% of them in part-time jobs. 

The average net monthly household income in Israel in 2010 was nearly 14,400 shekels (equivalent to 3800 USD).   
For a Jewish family the average was 15,300 shekels (4037 USD), and for an Arab family it was 8,716 shekels (2300 
USD). 

The percentage of poor Arab families reached around 54% of the total Arab families (constituting 38% of the 
total poor families in Israel, and 15% of all families).  In contrast, the rate of poverty among Jewish families was 
15% and reached 55% among Haredim families (i.e. ultra-orthodox Jewish families), constituting nearly 13% of 
all poor families in Israel. 

There has been a decrease in the participation rate of Arabs of the younger age group (15-24) in the labor force 
between 1998 and 2010.  This can be attributed to the fact that these youth are enrolled in higher education 
and hence do not enter the labor market until they are older.  In contrast, participation rates of the older youth 
(25-34) is higher than the general rates for Arab participation in the labor market, and the most prominent is the 
percentage of young Arab women in the labor market, which re�ects the desire of Arab women to be actively 
engaged in it. 

The percentage of employed male and female Arab youth in the age group 15-24 years is 85% and 76.5% respec-
tively.  For Arab males aged 25-29, 94.7% of them are employed and 91.8% of females are.

Participation in the labor market is in�uenced by the number of years of education.  Data shows a marked in-
crease in the years of education and the number of young people aged 15-24 obtaining a matriculation certi�-
cate.  This reached 30.5% in 2010, compared with 22.8% in 2005 for Arab males, and 37.1% among Arab females, 
up from 33.7% in 2005.  It also shows a rise in the proportion of youth aged 25-34 enrolled in higher education 
(Bachelor and Master’s degree programs).  The proportion of young males with a Bachelor degree has increased 
from 9% to 13.3%, and nearly doubled among females from 10.5% to 19.7% in the same time interval.   The per-
centage of females with a Master’s degree increased from 0.5% to 2.6% (i.e. �ve times more). 

In secondary education, 37% of Arab female students specialize in the old traditional branches of technology, 
while 63% of them specialize in theoretical branches.  In contrast, 47% of the male Arab students are majoring in 
technology and 53% of them in the theoretical �eld.

In 2008 Arab female students working towards a Bachelor degree constitute 60% of all Arab students enrolled 
in BA studies, they constituted 55% of all Arab students pursuing their Master’s degree, however, Arab females 
only made up 36% of those completing a doctorate.    Sixty percent of females and 50% of Arab male students 
enrolled at Israeli universities specialize in humanities and social sciences.  Furthermore, 17% of Arab students 
in Israeli universities study medicine and specialties associated with medicine, and 12% study engineering and 
mathematics, while 3% study law.  However, in analyzing these �gures, it has been noted that these specializa-
tions remain traditional and do not contribute to changing the economic status of young Arabs.

Approximately 60% of Arab women work in the �elds of education, social work and health services, while 26% 
of Arab men work in the �eld of construction, 18% in industry and 6% in education.  In addition, 60% of the aca-
demic Arab females and 27% of the academic Arab males choose to work in the �eld of education. 

77

Sh
ar

ek
 Y

ou
th

 F
or

um



1.2 Results of the Study conducted by Baladna

1.2.1 Education 
High school students who participated in the survey were chosen from about 40 specialties in 6 di�erent dis-
ciplines from each school.  The majority specialized in the sciences.  As for the reasons they chose their area of 
study, it was found that most of them based their decision on their interests or academic achievement.   A small 
percentage said that the reasons were related to social pressure or due to a lack of other options.  It was also 
found that the majority is satis�ed or somewhat satis�ed with their specializations at the secondary stage, al-
though about 64% wanted to pursue specializations which are not available in their schools.  The majority of the 
participating students indicated that they wanted to continue with their specialization in university. 

Among the surveyed students, 30% reported that they want to study medicine or related disciplines, 16.5% 
wanted to study science, engineering and technology; 2% preferred law; 2% wanted to study education; 7% 
chose to study social work, 5% preferred the social sciences and 2% liked human sciences.  When it came to 
choosing their university major, nearly 50% said that selection is greatly in�uenced by employment opportuni-
ties in the country, and nearly 42% said that the availability of employment opportunities in Arab towns and 
villages have much impact on the selection of their major. 

In the area of infrastructure and equipment in Arab schools, 44% of the surveyed students reported that equip-
ment and infrastructure are enough according to their assessment, 31% said it is hardly enough, and 25% said 
it is not enough.

Respondents cited several obstacles facing Arab students completing their higher education, on a political and 
personal level and due to the structure of the Arab educational system.20  Of the respondents 13.5% reported 
that the low quality of education provided in the school system is a fundamental obstacle; 16% said that the 
Hebrew language is an obstacle; 10% said that the lack of an Arab university is an obstacle, and nearly 40% said 
that racism towards Arabs constitutes a major obstacle. 

Despite the awareness of the obstacles facing youth in the pursuit of higher education, and their claim that 
schools do not prepare Arab students adequately for university education, nearly 60% of students want to con-
tinue higher education, and 81% prefer to do so in the country’s universities.

20 In Palestine 1948 it must be noted that while there are some Arab primary and secondary schools, which o�er the Israeli curriculum, there is no 
Arab university.
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The results indicate dissatisfaction among young Palestinians in Israel in regards to the performance of Arab 
schools in Israel, where schools seem to only be interested in student achievement and ignore the development 
of individual and collective identity.  Schools also ignore, and sometimes even suppress personal skills and tal-
ents.  Participants in focus groups also describe teaching methods as traditional, and do not prepare students for 
life beyond school nor do they provide them with critical thinking skills.

Given the lack of academic guidance in Arab secondary schools, it appears that young Palestinians in Israel are 
confused when choosing their university major.  Many of the respondents selected traditional disciplines (young 
males: medicine, law and accounting; young females: languages, nursing and social work).  The participants 
explained the reasons for their choices stating that, in the absence of post-secondary career and academic guid-
ance, young Arabs seek information and advice from family, neighbors and friends, and that their choices are 
in�uenced signi�cantly by traditional gender and social opinions.  Most of the participants explained that Arab 
students are not aware of the diverse �elds of specialization in universities and colleges and this is further reason 
students choose to pursue traditional disciplines.

Focus group discussions and surveys revealed the presence of obstacles due to the structure of the educational 
system, in addition to discrimination against Arabs, both of which create challenges for Arab students pursuing 
their higher education in Israeli universities.  For example, the Hebrew language is one of the central di�culties 
facing Arab students in their �rst year of higher education.  Furthermore, most of the participants noted that 
they face a so-called ‘culture shock’ when they enter into Israeli universities and colleges. In addition, the results 
of the study indicate that most students and their parents struggle to �nance post-secondary education.  

1.2.2 Labor Market 
The results of the study indicate serious limitations in the labor market for secondary and university students.  As 
stated by many of the participants in the focus groups, there is a lack of employment opportunities in general, 
and during the summer holidays and after �nishing high school in particular.   A large proportion of those who 
did �nd work noted that the working conditions for this age group are unfair in terms of salaries, social rights 
and working hours.

Nearly 48% of the students surveyed work while in high school.  Four percent of them work full-time, 4% only 
work on weekends, 21% of them work in the summer holidays, and 8% of them help out in the family business.  
However, 52% of them do not work at all during their secondary education.

According to the survey, 45% of students do not enjoy legal working conditions.  Twenty-�ve percent of the re-
spondents report that they have worked or are working in very good working conditions, 38% of them in good 
working conditions, 12% said it is good, and 10% believe they are being exploited.

The di�culties faced by students in secondary and post-secondary education are re�ected in the choice of study 
and career.  On the other hand, young males and females who do not wish to pursue higher education and want 
to enter the labor markets face a shortage of jobs, or are limited to jobs in speci�c areas.   Young women face 
greater di�culty because they prefer, in general, to look for work in Arab towns and villages. 

Di�cult economic conditions facing the Arab community in general compel students in many cases to work 
and study at the same time, and some even have to drop out of education in order to help support their fami-
lies.  Many of the participants in the focus groups said they were forced to work before starting their university 
studies so as to contribute to the costs of education, compared to the smaller number of participants who were 
�nancially supported by their parents who pay for all of their educational expenses or through scholarships or 
special student working programs. 

“I had to work in a boutique in one of the Arab cities for 10 hours a day for 100 NIS, not to mention during 
the holidays when we work day and night with poor working conditions... I worked there because I did 
not have many other options.  This is what was available and this is the market.”
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“I work at a gas station in my town, inside the shop as a cashier.  I don’t serve the cars because this is not 
considered acceptable in our society or town.  If I was working out of town though, I would not mind serv-
ing the cars and pumping gasoline.”
 
The results of the �eld study show that the vast majority of male and female participants in the focus groups 
are unaware of the needs of the labor market in Israel and do not pay it much attention.  Results also show that 
most of the participants do not have enough information about the needs of the Israeli labor market in terms of 
scienti�c disciplines or professional specializations demanded, especially in the latest hi-tech technology sector, 
or even those of the industrial technological disciplines. 

Israeli racism towards Palestinian youth: The State of the Labor Market
Arab youth su�er from discrimination in the Israeli labor market, and this is one of the serious obstacles facing 
the building of their professional future.  One of the participants said about the discrimination in the Israeli labor 
market:

“I know of three or more companies that don’t allow the employment of Arab people.  Even in companies 
which do employ Arabs, the Jewish employees in these companies are treated much better even if an 
Arab has the same capacities they have.”

“Before starting my education, I wanted to study economics, but I thought what would I do with an eco-
nomics degree after graduation?  At best I would become a bank employee making 4000 NIS a month.  We 
are not like Jewish students who study economics and then �nd work in investment companies or broker-
age �rms.  We know nothing about this �eld which is centered in the cities only.  Now I am considering 
working in the Negev in the �eld of social work.  Jobs are available there.” 
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Racism in the Israeli labor market is one of the reasons why Arab youth try to �nd work locally, as stated previ-
ously.  The results of the focus groups show that a high percentage of the respondents prefer to work in the local 
labor market and in their region of residence, especially young women.  This is also based on social and family 
reasons. 

One of the female participants commented on this subject: “I see a lot of parents who pressure their daugh-
ters.  For example there are many women who work as teachers so they will get home by 1:00 or 1:30 pm 
to be with their children at home.  I do think that this is the situation everywhere and it is not limited to a 
certain area.” 

Another participant said, “I, for example, wanted to be a nurse, but my family said that working as a nurse 
means that I have to work late nights and with the responsibility of house and children, it would be too 
di�cult to balance the two. They said it is hard for a woman to work at night so it would be better for me 
to study social services for example.  My mother always advised me to be a teacher so I will be home by 
1:00pm.” 

Overall, the Arab domestic market is small, undeveloped and limited in terms of the economic branches and 
professions.  Hence most employment opportunities are found with the local authorities, and in the education 
and service sectors, which provide work for a large segment of Arab society, especially Arab women.  There are 
several barriers to Arab youth in the local labor markets, in part due to political and economic conditions that 
mean that the local labor market is limited and does not have enough industrial or commercial capacity to ac-
commodate young people’s employment. 

Local Arab markets are small and do not provide enough economic stimulation.  Their ability to expand and 
hence employ more people is limited, particularly in small-scale industries and the service sector.  This was evi-
dent in the focus groups.  For example, one participant said, “One of the problems that I face is that I cannot 
open a car repair shop for only 10 or 20 people.”  

Additionally, there are obstacles related to domestic politics in Arab society such as family attitude and competi-
tion.  One of the female participants commented on family ties constituting an obstacle to �nd work with the 
local authority. “I want the municipality to employ me. If you are a son of a well-known family, it is guar-
anteed that you will get employed, otherwise you won’t. The lawyer and the engineer can work for them-
selves, but what about the teacher and such professions? Everything else is related to the government.” 

1.2.3  Identity 
Twenty-seven percent of respondents identi�ed themselves as “Arab Palestinian” and “Arab Palestinian in Is-
rael”, only 5% as “Arab Palestinian Israeli,” 6% as Arab, and about 25% identi�ed themselves according to their 
religion (such as Muslim or Christian).  The remainder chose personal, family or mixed identi�cations.  Many 
could not distinguish their identity speci�cally and rather had a plural/composed identity such as a Muslim Arab 
Palestinian in Israel or Arab Christian in Israel, which indicates the multiple composition in the identity of Arab 
youth on the one hand, and the underdevelopment of the national identity. 

“I am an Arab Palestinian. I am part of the Palestinian people, and I am distinct for being in Israel, but for 
sure my identity is Palestinian.” 

“I am glad to carry multiple identities, I mean, I was born in Israel and carry Israeli identity, and I was born 
in a Christian environment, but when identifying myself I chose my Palestinian Arab identity.  This is what 
I want to be known as.”

According to the survey results, most young Arabs (45%) said they do not feel proud when they hear about the 
achievements of Israel, 13.5% said they feel negative about it, only 6% feel very proud and 30% feel some sense 
of pride.
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When away from the Zionist education system and exposed to alternative sources of knowledge o�ered by insti-
tutions of civil society and various parties, young Arabs begin to develop and solidify their identity.  Moving away 
from their hometown and being exposed to another reality, as well as through their experience in a society where 
they experience racial discrimination have also clari�ed their national identity.  Many of the participants reported 
that they had a more solid idea of their national identity in the post-secondary education stage, especially when 
they enrolled in Israeli universities and experienced the shock of political and cultural racism against them.

“I remember that for many years on ‘Independence Day’ the Israeli �ags were �uttering on our car.  But 
when I started joining activities of an organization, the situation changed and my family witnessed some 
kind of transformation.  I started to explain the reasons for this change in situation to my brothers.”

1.2.4  Social Issues and Attitudes
The poll results show that a high proportion of young people are aware of a number of negative phenomena 
among the Arab community in Israel. The most important of which are the following: 

Survey data indicate a rise in drug abuse and alcoholism, as well as violence and criminality. Seventeen percent 
of those surveyed reported a serious drug abuse problem and 61% of them argued that this abuse is average or 
above average.  As for alcoholism, 26% considered it a signi�cant problem in Arab society, compared with 56% 
who considered it average or above average.  Also, a large majority acknowledged the presence of violence and 
criminality in the community. 
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The results of the survey and focus group research showed a consensus among most participants about the 
inequality between the status of Arab women and Arab men.  According to 56% of the students surveyed, 
women’s work is just as important as men’s, 12% reported that it is important only if the man is not earning 
enough for the family, 20% reported that it is important only if it does not prevent the women from complet-
ing household tasks and 4.5% reported that women’s work is not important at all.  On the other hand, the sur-
vey showed that there is a high level of acceptance of women’s rights in the areas of education, employment 
and living outside the home to pursue education, even to travel outside the country in order to study.  Howev-
er, when discussing individual rights and personal freedoms for women, there was a signi�cant decline as the 
idea of women living outside the home to work, to spend leisure time with companions, or to travel outside 
the country for a holiday was not greatly supported.  For example, the majority of participants (86%) reported 
the completion of higher education for women is very acceptable, but this rate decreases dramatically when 
talking about women living outside the home in order to work, as nearly 47% of respondents reported this is 
extremely unacceptable, and only 19% believe it is very acceptable. The majority of students (50%) reported 
that young women going out with friends without the company of a family member is not acceptable, while 
22% reported it is very acceptable. 

One of the female participants commented on the reactions encountered when she returned from work in the 
evening saying, “My work always starts after 2:00pm and �nishes at 9:00 or 9:30pm.  I have to close the 
shop and take the key home with me.  I close by 8:30, sometimes 7:30 or 7:00pm and I walk home since I 
have no car or money for a cab. I think it is normal but people consider it strange for me to walk at night.” 
About conditional equality one of the participants says, “Wait a minute! In my view, women’s rights include 
her right to education and to work even if she has to spend the night elsewhere.  Women have the right 
to work day or night, but at the same time women should be forbidden from having too much freedom so 
as to limit their exposure to society.” Another participant says, “There has to be equality but a limited one.”

Regarding the role of parents in maintaining the present social roles, one female participant said, “You are 
talking about the status of women, but in many families the mother, for example, educates her daughter 
that when she reaches the age of 18 she should marry.  The mother is not as concerned with the girl’s 
education.  We ourselves ask for equal status for women but at the same time the majority of our society 
educates their daughters that marriage is the most important thing.” 

Violence is one of the greatest risks facing the Arab community, according to the Arab youth.  Nearly 75% of 
students surveyed said that the phenomenon of violence exists prominently in the community.  As for physical 
attacks, only a small percentage stated that they had been assaulted at school (5.5%) or at home (4%) or in the 
neighborhood (4%).   Nearly 20% said they had been subjected to verbal violence by teachers at school, 30% 
by classmates and 17% in town.  When asked, “Have you seen acts of violence toward others?” the responses 
changed drastically, as nearly 40% reported witnessing violence in class, 68% in the school, 15% at home, and 
55% in the neighborhood.  This implies that Arab students prefer to attribute scenes of violence to others, and 
say that they were witnesses to it, but deny getting personally exposed to violence, perhaps due to shame. 

In the focus groups conducted with older youth, the results were clearer, which may indicate once again that 
the more mature youth have the courage to deal with the negative aspects of society and accept the existence 
of such problems. 

The focus groups also spoke of high rates of violence in Arab schools.  For example, a female participant said, 
“School violence was so prevalent that I stopped attending class.  I mean I took a mathematics course 
outside of school at my own expense, and I did not learn any English in class.”

Of the strongest sentences spoken in the context of the violence that has swept the Arab community came from 
a participant from the Ja�a group who stated, “Violence and murder have become commonplace in our 
lives.  We are accustomed to murder and the loss of friends.  I graduated from school three years ago and 
since graduation one of my classmates has been killed every year.” 
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As for the causes of violence, the youth accused the Israeli establishment for the spread of this phenomenon.  
One male participant said, “We are a society which lives without police.  What would you expect from such 
a society? For example, if someone attacks my uncle in the street, I expect my uncle to go to the police so 
they may solve the problem, but my uncle has no one to resort to, therefore he heads to my father and 
cousins to solve the problem.” 

The last community issue addressed by the study is religious a�liation and relations between families.  Fifteen 
percent of the respondents said that sectarianism does not exist in the community, 44% said it is present with 
medium or low intensity and 38% said it exists with high intensity.

As for relations between families in the Arab community, nearly 40% of the respondents said that the phenom-
enon of familism widely exists in the Arab community, compared to 18% who said it does not exist, and 30% who 
believe it exists with medium intensity. 

Youth surveyed were asked, “If you had the opportunity to live in a neighborhood inhabited by families from 
several communities or families of your sect only, in which neighborhood would you prefer to live?”  Twenty-four 
percent answered that they prefer to live in a neighborhood inhabited by the families of their community and 
26% preferred living with di�erent sects, while 50% replied that they are indi�erent. 

On the question, “Have there been or are there problems which occur on a sectarian basis between the popula-
tion groups of your country?”, 11% said that problems always occur, 52% said that they sometimes occur and 
37% stated that they do not occur at all.  Overall, 63% of respondents said that the problems based on religion 
occur in their hometowns, which is a very high percentage somewhat in contradiction to student responses in 
previous questions on sectarianism. 

Poll results do not di�er a lot from the focus groups results, but because of the di�erence in the age of partici-
pants and the fact that the participants in the focus groups were older than the school students polled, they are 
more realistic and more willing to acknowledge the existence of negative phenomena in society. The results of 
the study indicated that participants in focus groups seem aware of the existence of sectarianism between the 
people belonging to di�erent sects in Palestinian society, and the existence of preconceived ideas about other 
di�erent sects.  For example, a young woman said “I told my sister I had two mentors, one Muslim and one 
Christian.  ‘Did you know that so-and-so is Christian?’ She replied, ‘How do they allow him to work as a 
mentor?’”  Another young woman stated, “If, for example, you tell someone that you used to have a Chris-
tian roommate in university it will seem like you have done something wrong.  I had a Christian room-
mate, and the people who knew it seemed surprised.  I didn’t know that she was Christian, we didn’t talk 
about it, I mean it’s normal!”

We found that participants are aware that the Arab community prefers to avoid dealing with the issue of religion 
directly.  For example, one participant said, “During any gathering, whenever I go I am asked about my reli-
gion –Muslim or Christian- so they know how to talk to me.” 

It also appeared that there is a belief that there are some aspects of discrimination in the workplace. A young 
woman said, “I worked in a nursery in my city, and this nursery is owned by a woman from another reli-
gion.  All the time I used to feel that she treated me with arrogance and racism.”  A young man from the 
north said, “I know an engineering company which employs nearly 15 Arab engineers, all from the same 
sect.”  He is convinced that if he submits an application to work in that company he will not be accepted due to 
his sectarian a�liation.  It was also found that most of the participants, young women and young men, oppose 
marriage between sects and prefer the existing traditions and respect for their religion.  They believe that as 
otherwise several problems will arise.
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2. Palestinian Youth of Lebanon 21

About half a million Palestinians live in Lebanon, which is 9.1% of the total number of Palestinian refugees in 
Arab countries.  There are 436,150 refugees registered with UNRWA as refugees and they live in over twelve of-
�cial camps as well as many communities where UNRWA is absent.

The camps have witnessed very few changes since the Nakba of 1948.  Initially refugees were housed in tents 
but as time passed, these temporary shelters were replaced with housing units built of cement and zinc sheets 
and then concrete.  Most camps have been established in suburbs.  The camps are divided into neighborhoods 
of compact residential units.   Neighbors are no more than a meter or less away from one another.   Streets are 
paved in dirt which become muddy in the winter and �ll with streams of putrid water in the summer.   The num-
ber of rooms in a housing unit generally does not exceed two or three rooms, and often 5-7 people sleep in each 
room, leading to health and social problems.  Lebanese laws prohibit Palestinians from owning homes outside 
the camps, and they prevent the entry of raw materials needed for building or renovating housing inside the 
camps. 

Palestinians in Lebanon: Living in Tragic Circumstances  
•	 About 66% of the homes of Palestinian refugees in the camps su�er from moisture, mold and water leakage 

a�ecting their physical and mental well-being  
•	 About 8% of households have roofs and/or walls made of tin or wood
•	 About 8% of households live in overcrowded housing (more than three people per room) 
•	 About 15% of Palestinians su�er from food insecurity and need urgent food assistance, while approximately 

63% su�er from food insecurity to some extent
•	 About 6.6% of Palestinians su�er from extreme poverty, meaning that they are unable to meet their basic 

daily needs including having enough food (compared with 1.7% of the Lebanese population)
•	 About 66.4% of the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are poor, meaning that they are unable to meet the 

minimum food and non-food essential needs (compared to 35% of the Lebanese population)

21 This part of the report is based on a paper presented by Jana Abu Diab, Head of ‘together to Palestine’ society of Lebanon, and on the results of 
focus groups and interviews held by Bader Zamareh in the Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon.
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Young people in the focus groups talked about the Lebanese legal system that has stripped them of their basic 
civil rights,   Youth considered the laws unfair, especially those that deny them ownership in Lebanon.  One of 
the participants from Ein al-Hilweh camp mentioned the text of law number 296 (the �rst article/second para-
graph) approved by the Lebanese parliament, “Ownership is not allowed to any person who does not carry 
citizenship issued by a recognized state, or to any person if ownership con�icts with the provisions of the 
Constitution in terms of rejecting settlement.”  This is regarded as discrimination against the Palestinians.  
He added, “The Representatives of the Lebanese Parliament who have introduced the Act of Acquisition 
Prevention overlooked the fact that resettlement is a political decision that has nothing to do with real 
estate, and that Palestinians would reject resettlement and hold fast to the right of return, and that when 
return is possible no Palestinian would care about any real estate he owns in any place in the world be-
cause nothing can replace  going back to the homeland.”  

According to one of the young women in Ein al-Hilweh camp, “This law is detailed for Palestinians only.  It 
carries serious meaning, the most important of which is that Lebanon does not recognize Palestine as an 
regional Arab state, although this contradicts with Lebanon’s international obligations in this regard, the 
most important of which is the Casablanca protocol which provides that the Palestinians receive proper 
treatment and rights in the Arab countries, and this means never depriving Palestinians from owning 
housing and shelter under any circumstances.” 

It was clear during the course of the focus group discussions in Ein al-Hilweh that this law is one of the most im-
portant issues of concern to Palestinians in Lebanon, because it maintains the discrimination against them and 
limits their most basic rights to decent life.  A young woman asked, “Does rejecting settlement mean in�icting 
injustice on Palestinians who have been driven out of their homeland and whose circumstances led them 
to Lebanon?  Does this mean they may prevent them from earning a decent living and their right to own 
property, establish associations, have decent housing, and receive medical care and hospitalization...?” 
Another young man said, “This law is the law of displacing our Palestinian nationalism and not advocating 
our return, as some believe.” 

The youth continued to express their resentment towards these laws.

•	 “I don’t have any motive for life.  Everyone here looks at us with disgust.  We are not able to deal with 
reality and we do not think about the future.  The camp is enclosed around us, and we are unable to 
deal with its di�cult circumstances.” A young woman from Ein al-Hilweh.

•	 “As Palestinians we thank the Lebanese government and the Lebanese people for sheltering us for 
64 years, but I do not understand why we should be deprived of all our rights, why we have to su�er 
every day and why we live in exile accompanied by daily su�ering and horrors.” A young woman from 
Ein al-Hilweh.

•	 “In addition to the fact that we are prevented from owning property, seeking work and reconstructing 
existing homes, we also live in complex circumstances. Our camps in Lebanon are the worst refugee 
camps in the region in terms of poverty, health, education and living conditions.  Walking in the al-
leys of the camp one witnesses the congestion, odors, sounds, noise of people and whining of the sick 
from the summer heat and winter cold without sign of decent life.” A young man from Ein al-Hilweh. 

2.1  Education 

Lebanon has 68 schools belonging to UNRWA, including 6 high schools, which are attended by 32,213 male and 
female students.  However, there are only two centers for vocational and technical training, also belonging to 
UNRWA.  The total school dropout rate among Palestinian refugees in the age group of 7-15 years in the year 
2010 reached about 8%.  Only about half of Palestinian youth aged 16-18 years attend secondary school or vo-
cational training institutes.  The percentage of those who hold a bachelor’s degree or a higher degree does not 
exceed 6% (compared with 20% among the Lebanese).
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Statistical data demonstrates overcrowding, high dropout rates and reduced opportunities to higher education.  
The education sector of the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon is facing many challenges, which are aggravated by 
the general conditions in the refugee camps and the situation of Palestinians in Lebanon in general. The most 
signi�cant of these factors is the issue of civil rights, as Palestinians lack the right to citizenship in Lebanon, and 
thus their civil rights are restricted.  They are unable to enroll in schools outside the refugee camps.  Numerous 
studies have shown that most Lebanese universities do not allow Palestinians to enroll in many of the disciplines, 
and that there is a lack of �nancial resources available to Palestinian students to complete their university educa-
tion.  The high school dropout rates and the low level of skills have limited the chances of young Palestinians to 
engage and compete in the labor market.  In addition, there are many restrictions on the professions and sectors 
in which Palestinian refugees can be employed.

Despite the establishment of a fund to support Palestinian students in refugee camps in Lebanon, on behalf of 
President Mahmoud Abbas (the President Mahmoud Abbas Fund), the needs of students are greater than the 
funding available. One of the university students from Burj Barajneh camp reported, “This initiative is positive, 
but it only covers �rst and second year university students, which means that those who have completed 
those years of education have to manage their a�airs by themselves.”

2.2 Health Care 

There are 28 UNRWA health centers in Lebanon. UNRWA provides primary health care services, and covers part 
of the costs of secondary health care in some hospitals.   However, health care services for refugees su�er from 
a number of serious problems, most notably the lack of medical personnel in the UNRWA health clinics.  There 
is also a scarcity of essential drugs.  A young woman from Mieh Wmieh camp commented on this saying, “The 
patient meets with the doctor for 3 minutes or less regardless of the patient’s condition.  Is it possible 
that two or three minutes su�ce for a doctor to ask about his patient’s medical history, examine him, di-
agnose his illness and prescribe the appropriate treatment? Thus what results is treatment for the symp-
toms and not the disease.  Quite possibly doctors prescribe unsuitable medicine for the patient, leading 
to neglect in treating the disease in its infancy, and eventually leading to serious complications. This is 
the reality in the camps.” 

According to UNRWA data, about one third of Palestinian refugees su�er from chronic diseases such as cancer, 
diabetes, asthma, heart disease and polio.

In this context, the young of Shatila refugee camp highlighted the most serious health problems in the camp:

•	 A signi�cant deterioration in health services and infrastructure.  Rehabilitation and restoration, especially 
health clinics, are desperately needed.

•	 Limited medical sta�, and the decline in health services provided by UNRWA clinics. 
•	 Signi�cant lack of medicines and �nancial inability to buy them from outside the camp because of the high 

cost, especially medication to treat chronic diseases. 
•	 Emission of unpleasant odors and the spread of insects due to sewage dumped in alleys and streets among 

the houses, as well as incinerating garbage or accumulating land�lls inside the camp.

2.3  Employment 

The law regulating the work of non-Lebanese residents dates back to 1964 through Resolution no. 17561.  This 
law obliges all non-Lebanese residents who wish to work in Lebanon to obtain a work permit from the Ministry 
of Labor.  Initially there were a number of professions which Palestinians were forbidden to practice, as many 
as 24 professions, but now the number of disallowed careers is 73.  This situation has naturally led to a steady 
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increase in the proportion of unemployed.  The percentage of unemployed Palestinian refugees has reached 
56%.  Palestinians are mostly employed in occupations such as construction or farming.  According to a youth 
of Burj el-Barajneh, “We cannot apply for jobs because we are prohibited from doing so, and if we work as 
freelancers we cannot work easily as many challenges and problems stand in our way.” 

In the Shatila camp, youth discussed in detail the proposed legal amendments to address Palestinian rights, es-
pecially employment and ownership.  These amendments were submitted by a number of parliamentary blocs 
within the Lebanese Parliament.  In its plenary session on August 17 2010, the Lebanese parliament discussed 
the bill submitted by the Socialist Party on the right to work.  Debate on the right to own property was post-
poned inde�nitely because, according to some of the Lebanese lawmakers, the right to own property is linked to 
resettlement. The results of the meeting were disappointing for Palestinian refugees and Lebanese supporters of 
Palestinian human rights in Lebanon, as well as the aspirations of local and international human rights’ groups.  
Parliament passed a law amending Article 59 of the Lebanese Labor Law and Article 9 of the Social Security Act.  
The amendments were ambiguous and did not meet the minimum proposals of the three laws mentioned:  

•	 Amendments now require that Palestinian workers obtain permission to work as a foreigner according to 
the Lebanese law, but are exempt from paying for the permit fees. Note that the Palestinian worker, accord-
ing to previous ministerial decisions, used to pay only 25% of the value of these fees.  Amendments were 
also kept provided that the Palestinian worker submits documents to the Ministry of Labor to obtain the 
permit.  This means that it has maintained the previous mechanism that obliges the Palestinian worker to go 
between the Ministry of Labor and the employer exposing them to blackmail and exploitation by employers 
who use their power to exploit them.  What is really needed is to eliminate the requirement for Palestinians 
to procure a work permit, or at least excuse them from providing the necessary documents to get the permit.

•	 Amendments on the ban on Palestinians practicing professions such as medicine, law, engineering and oth-
ers were maintained.  Furthermore, they have not abolished the requirement of reciprocity, which cannot 
be applied in the Palestinian case because there is no Palestinian state to apply this principle for Lebanese 
nationals.  Thus Palestinians are limited to practicing vocational trades and o�ce jobs provided that they get 
the necessary work permit.  Note that allowing foreigners to practice these professions, including Palestin-
ians, is the prerogative of labor ministers themselves and does not need legislation from Parliament. 
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•	 As for social security, the amendments now allow Palestinian workers a�liated with the social security fund 
to take advantage of end-of-service compensation in which the worker himself and the employer contrib-
ute.  Previously the Palestinian worker had to pay a contribution to the fund without being able to bene�t 
from this compensation.   These amendments, however, still do not allow the Palestinian worker the right to 
claim compensation for family, maternity and sickness laws related to it. 

All in all, the legislators in Lebanon have emptied the content of the laws proposed in Parliament and did not 
change much in the end.  They postponed discussion of the main issues such as ownership and resettlement 
due to political factions.  

2.4  Personal Security and Freedom of Movement 

Refugee camps are surrounded by Lebanese security and military checkpoints  at all entrances and roads leading 
into the camps, which have turned camps into isolated security hotbeds.  The Lebanese security forces do not 
interfere with what takes place inside the camps.  This falls on the political and military Palestinian forces, which 
wield much in�uence within these camps.  The Lebanese security forces inspect male and female refugees at the 
entrances of the camps.  One of the participants from Ein al-Hilweh reported, “The camp is always closed and 
surrounded by checkpoints of gendarmerie and security forces, and no one is allowed in except for those 
with special permits.”  There is a growing phenomenon of armed groups, particularly those involving non-
Palestinians and which are not part of the political fabric composing the Palestinian situation. This means that 
camps are becoming areas of unbridled security with militant forces trying to control the inside.  The refugees 
are paying the bill of this lawlessness and armed presence, which means that the Palestinians in Lebanon are all 
victims of the practices of these armed groups, which constitute only a small percentage of camp residents.  Ac-
cording to a young man from Ein al-Hilweh camp, “We have become a ‘security problem’.  No one considers 
us as humans with rights and duties.”  In addition to the armed militants, there are many of those �eeing the 
law or wanted by the Lebanese state, who hide away in the camps away from the threat of the security forces.  
This has added to the complexity of the situation in the camps, and increased security measures in their sur-
roundings.

The reality of life inside the camp is re�ected by the security practices toward Palestinians outside the camp, 
since the movement of Palestinians and any aspect of their daily lives is controlled.  A young man from Ein al 
Hilweh stated, “Even outside the camp we feel threatened all the time.  Even if we are innocent, we will be 
implicated in an incident simply because we are Palestinian and will face terrible treatment.  Treating a 
Palestinian is di�erent than treating a Lebanese national.  Palestinians are treated harshly.”

The lack of basic rights guaranteed by international law and Lebanese law isolate youth from the Palestinian and 
Lebanese community around them and leads them to join armed militant groups.   The youth join Palestinian 
armed groups inside the camps or the Lebanese armed factions in the vicinity of the camps for a small amount 
of money which does not even satisfy their minimum needs.  Informants have appeared recently, paid o� for 
less than �fty dollars, but risking the personal security of the people of the camps. These realities interact with 
poverty and unemployment creating new problems among refugees, especially young refugees.  Drugs, theft, 
family and social disintegration are on the rise.  A young women from Ein al Hilweh camp commented on this 
by saying, “As if the lack of social and civil rights, the poor services in education, health care, social services and 
recreation programs are not enough, not to mention the security issue which is one of our greatest concerns… 
I think the situation cannot continue as it is - it will escalate and, a bomb will explode… such immense pressure 
will produce a huge explosion.  If we don’t feel our humanity things will get worse.” 
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3.  Palestinian youth in Syria22

3.1  Palestinian Refugees in Syria: General Overview 

Palestinian refugees in Syria are concentrated in 13 camps and 14 assemblies.  The camps are under the full man-
date of the General Authority for Palestinian Arab Refugees in Syria (GAPAR) in terms of the administrative a�airs 
and civil status, while the assembly is under the control of the Syrian municipality in its administrative a�airs.  
According to UNRWA, the camps are divided into two types: 9 o�cial camps and 3 uno�cial camps23.  Note that 
there is no di�erence between the o�cial and uno�cial camps in terms of the way the Syrian state or UNRWA 
deal with them.  About 80% of Palestinian refugees are present in the camps in Damascus or its suburbs, as well 
as its residential neighborhoods. 

Palestinian Refugees in Syria 
The number of registered Palestinian refugees in 2011, according to data from UNRWA, is nearly 510, 000 (when 
including non-registered refugees this would raise the number of refugees to 600,000).  This constitutes about 
10% of the total number of registered Palestinian refugees.  About 150, 000 of these refugees live in the refugee 
camps in Syria, representing 30% of all Palestinian refugees in the country.  Most of the Palestinian refugees in 
Syria arrived to the country after the Nakba of 1948 from towns and villages in the Galilee and the Upper Galilee 
(e.g. Safed, Haifa and Tiberias).

In general, the refugee situation in Syria is relatively good compared to other countries, and legislation passed 
since 1949 has granted the refugees their rights within the legal framework.  Relative stability has helped them to 
improve the situation of refugees, who have the right to work and study as Syrian citizens.  The University of Da-
mascus alone employs 125 Palestinian university professors who hold a post doc, constituting 10% of the faculty, 
which is astounding given that Palestinian refugees represent only 2.8% of the total population of Syria.  Syrian 
laws have ensured that Palestinian refugees have maintained their original nationality while giving them the same 
rights enjoyed by Syrian citizens in terms of employment, labor, education, trade, employment and military service. 

Palestinian refugees in Syria fall into four categories, according to the date of claiming refugee status. The �rst 
category is for refugees of 1948, for they form the largest proportion of the Palestinian refugees in Syria.  The 
a�airs of this category of refugees are supervised by the General Authority for Palestinian Arab Refugees.  This 
group enjoys the same rights as Syrian citizen in areas of employment and education, except in matters concern-
ing the election and nomination for membership of parliament, while retaining their Palestinian Arab national-
ity.  The refugees who arrived in Syria in 1948 are included in the compulsory military service in the Palestinian 
Liberation Army24 , and receive special travel documents for Palestinian refugees, to facilitate their movement 
to and from Syria and not restrict their movement within the country.  They have the right to work and to career 
progression to the highest career ranks.  They also receive regular health and education services, and are referred 
to as: ‘Who are treated as the Syrians’ especially for registration in the di�erent Syrian colleges and universities.  
The second category includes refugees who were not o�cially recognized until 1956 and who were registered 
with UNRWA and GAPAR.  What applies to refugees of the �rst category applies to those included in the second 
category except that the latter cannot enter the labor market except on a temporary basis.  Also, they are not 
subject to compulsory military service in the Palestinian Liberation Army.  The third category includes those 

22 This part of the report has been produced in cooperation with the Palestinian Right to Return Assembly in Syria, some articles published on their 
website were used in addition to the results of a poll carried out with the participation of a sample of 400 young men and women.  Moreover, 3 
focus groups were conducted with young people from Syria via Skype.  These focus groups were conducted with youth groups in Yarmouk refu-
gee camp in Damascus, in addition to a group of young Palestinians in the Rukn al-Din neighborhood of Damascus. Other sources of information 
for this section include: 1) Badil (Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights) http://www.badil.org; newspaper issues on The 
Right of Return, especially number 47 and an article by Diyaa Ayub entitled ‘Palestinian Refugees in Syria’. 2) Ibrahim Draji, ‘Palestinian Refugees in 
Syria: A Legal Study Presented to the Panel of the Palestinian Return’ (Wajeb), 2010. 3) Bilal Salaymeh, ‘Palestinian Refugees in Syria and the Syrian 
Revolution’, research paper, Refugee Studies Academy, London, 2012.

23 For more information please refer to UNRWA’s website: http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=55.
24 Under Syrian control
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displaced in 1967.  Some have the same conditions of the second category, but are not registered with those 
refugees and are treated like foreigners.  Finally is the category of the displaced Palestinians of 197025 whose situ-
ation is regarded as the most complex, since the vast majority of them do not hold any documents. 

The economic situation of the Palestinian refugees varies from one category to another and from one group to 
another.  The economic situation of the refugees who live outside the camps is better than that of the residents 
of the camps in general.  However, the economic situation within the camps can be divided into levels, the high-
est of which is Yarmouk refugee camp, which has gone past being a refugee camp and is more urbanized and 
more integrated with Damascus having become a southern suburb of the Syrian capital.

The unemployment rate among Palestinian refugees in Syria is around 17%, while the unemployment rate in 
Syria in general as reported in 2010 by the Central Bureau of Statistics is 8.4%. 

3.2  Key Trends and Issues for Young Palestinians in Syria 

In this part, the report addresses some of the issues and trends of importance to the Palestinian youth in Syria, 
although it must be noted that they do not represent all issues or necessarily the most important.  

Identity and Camp 
Like other young Palestinians, the Palestinian youth in Syria associate themselves with several identities.  About 
half of the young Palestinians identi�ed themselves according to their national identity, as Palestinians.  Howev-
er, 17% identi�ed themselves as Palestinian Syrians, 16% as Muslims, and the rest of them identi�ed themselves 
as Arabs or refugees.  Some di�erences have emerged between the participants on the basis of gender.  While 
females tended to identify themselves as Palestinians, Palestinian Syrians and Arabs, males tended to identify 
themselves as refugees or Muslims.

Many of the young respondents reported that despite belonging to the third or fourth generation of refugees 
in Syria, they have maintained their national Palestinian identity and their sense of belonging.  To many of them 
this is due to the political activity available to the Palestinians in Syria, as long as it does not interfere with the 
internal issues of Syria.  What has preserved this is the presence of a headquarters of the Palestinian political 
factions in the camps and in other areas in Syria, in addition to dozens of institutions and clubs which orga-
nize meetings and dialogues as well as artistic and social activities, and celebrate all Palestinian national events.  
Many young people also consider that the educational system in Syria focuses on the Palestinian issue, both in 
UNRWA schools and in public schools. In addition Syrian media focuses attention on this matter. 

25 As a result of the military campaign known as Black September.
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1.3 الالجئون الفلسطينيون في سوريا: بيانات عامة

يتركز الالجئون الفلسطينيون في سوريا في 13 مخيم و 14 جتمع. )حيث يكون اخمليم واقعاً حتت والية الهيئة العامة لالجئني 
الفلسطينيني العرب بالكامل من شؤون إدارية وأحوال مدنية، بينما يتبع التجمع لبلدية سورية في شؤونه اإلدارية(. وحسب 
االونروا فإن اخمليمات املوجودة تنقسم إلى قسمني  قسم معترف بها 10 مخيمات وقسم غير معترف بها 3 مخيمات، علماً أنه 
ال يوجد فرق بني اخمليمات املعترف فيها وغير املعترف فيها في كيفية تعاطي الدولة السورية أو األونروا معها. ويتركز حوالي 80% 

من الالجئني الفلسطينيني في اخمليمات املقامة في دمشق أو ريفها، فضال عن أحيائها السكنية.

الالجئون الفلسطينيون يف سوريا
 بلغ عدد الالجئني الفلسطينيني املسجلني في  العام 2011 وفقا لبيانات االونروا ما يقارب 510 آالف (ناهيك عن الالجئني غير
 املسجلني الذين ميكن أن يرفعوا عدد الالجئني إلى 600 ألف)،  وهو ما يشكل حوالي %10 من مجموع الالجئني الفلسطينيني
الالجئني من   30% نسبته  ما  أي  الجئ،  ألف   150 حوالي  سوريا  في  الفلسطينية  اخمليمات  في  منهم  يقيم   املسجلني. 
من مدن ومن اجلدير ذكره أن معظم الالجئني الفلسطينيني في سوريا قدموا إليها بعد نكبة 1948   الفلسطينيني في سوريا. 
(وقرى اجلليل واجلليل األعلى (صفد وحيفا وطبريا

وبشكل عام يعد وضع الالجئني في سوريا جيد نسبياً مقارنة مبناطق اللجوء األخرى، وقد أعطت التشريعات التي صدرت منذ 
أوضاعهم، خاصة  على حتسني  الالجئني  النسبي  االستقرار  حالة  وقد ساعدت  قانونية.  أطر  الالجئني حقوقهم ضمن   1949
مع متتعهم بحقوق العمل والدراسة كما يتمتع بها املواطن السوري، وتكفي اإلشارة هنا إلى أن في جامعة دمشق لوحدها 
الالجئني  أن  علماً  التدريسية،  الهيئة  من   10% يشكلون  البروفيسور،  درجة  يحملون  الفلسطينيني  من  جامعي  أستاذ   125
الفلسطينيني ال ميثلون سوى %2.8 من مجموع السكان. وقد أكدت القوانني السورية على احتفاظ الالجئني الفلسطينيني 
بجنسيتهم األصلية مع إعطاءهم ذات احلقوق التي يتمتع بها املواطن السوري من حيث  التوظيف والعمل والتعليم والتجارة 

والعمل واخلدمة العسكرية.

يندرج الالجئون الفلسطينيني في سورية في أربع فئات حسب تاريخ اللجوء، أولها فئة الالجئني عام 1948: يشكل هؤالء األكبر 
من الالجئني الفلسطينيني في سورية، وتشرف على شؤونهم الهيئة العامة لالجئني الفلسطينيني العرب. ويتمتع هؤالء بحقوق 
املواطن السوري في كافة اجملاالت الوظيفية، واملهنية، والعلمية عدا أمور تخص االنتخاب والترشيح لعضوية مجلس الشعب، 
إلزامية عسكرية  1948 خدمة  الذين وفدوا سوريا في عام  الالجئون  يؤدي  الفلسطينية، كما  العربية  مع االحتفاظ باجلنسية 
في جيش التحرير الفلسطيني، ويحصلون على وثائق سفر خاصة بالالجئني الفلسطينيني، لتسهيل االنتقال من وإلى سورية، 
وال تقييد على حركتهم داخل البلد، كما أن لهم احلق في العمل، والتدرج الوظيفي إلى أعلى الدرجات في السلم الوظيفي. 
ويتلقون خدمات صحية وتعليمية تنظيمية، حيث يشار إليهم دوماً بعبارة: “من هم في حكم السوريني” وخاصة عن التسجيل في 
املعاهد واجلامعات السوري اخملتلفة. ثاني الفئات هم الجئي عام 1956 والذين مت تسجيلهم على قيود مؤسسة الالجئني وعلى قيود 
»األونروا«، وينطبق عليهم ما ينطبق على املنتسبني إلى الفئة األولى، ما عدا أنهم ال يستطيعون دخول سوق العمل، إال من خالل 
التعاقد بصفة مؤقتة. وال يخضعون للخدمة اإللزامية في جيش التحرير الفلسطيني. أما الفئة الثالثة فهم نازحي عام 1967 
والذين استطاع بعضهم أن يحصل على معاملة الفئة الثانية، أما غير املسجلني منهم فإنهم يعاملون معاملة األجنبي. وأخيرا، 

فئة نازحي 1970 تعتبر أوضاع هذه الفئة، األكثر تعقيداً، إذ أن الغالبية العظمى منهم ال متلك وثائق.

يتفاوت الوضع االقتصادي لالجئني الفلسطينيني بني فئة وأخرى وبني جتمع وآخر، حيث يعتبر الوضع االقتصادي لالجئني اللذين 
إلى  للمخيمات  االقتصادي  الوضع  تقسيم  فيما ميكن  عام.  اخمليمات بشكٍل  أفضل من وضع سكان  اخمليمات  يعيشون خارج 
مستويات أعالها في مخيم اليرموك، الذي جتاوز مرحلة اخمليم إلى مرحلة أكثر متدناً وأكثر اندماجاً مع املدينة بشرياً واقتصادياً، 

بعد أن أصبح ميثل الضاحية اجلنوبية للعاصمة السورية.

 قارب معدل البطالة بني الالجئني الفلسطينيني في سوريا %17 في حني كان معدل البطالة في سوريا عموماً حسب املكتب
.املركزي لإلحصاء %8.4، وذلك وفقا إلحصاءات 2010

“Here in Rukn al-Din we have people from di�erent countries: Palestinian, Syrian, Kurdish, Hourani and 
Alawi.  The relationships are excellent, there are no problems among them, and the Palestinians receive 
all the respect and appreciation among the people.” A young man from Rukn al-Din.

“Sure we recognize that we are from Palestine and we are proud of our identity.  There is no discrimina-
tion against us, all the Palestinians know the country of their ancestors, and we all believe that we will go 
back someday.” A young man from Rukn al-Din. 

“It is true that there are di�erences between the factions in our camp, but these di�erences don’t end 
in violence because the state is strong and imposes its stature on everyone. The most important thing is 
that these factions have strengthened the national spirit of the youth.” A young man from Yarmouk. 

“I am a trainer of a Palestinian Dabke group in the camp.  The activities of the group have deeply in�u-
enced my character.  I used to have a general knowledge about Palestine, but today I know about its heri-
tage and customs.  More than once I have imagined myself practicing Dabke in my grandfather’s garden 
in Safed.” A young man from Yarmouk.

As for accommodation in the camps, results revealed that the majority (61%) prefer to remain in the camp and 
not to move to the city, compared to 29% who prefer to leave the camp.  Speci�cally, 57% of the survey sample 
of Yarmouk camp prefer the camp, compared with 28% who don’t; 60% of the sample of Aleppo camp prefer to 
stay in the camp compared to 35% who don’t; 81% of the sample of Homs camp prefer to stay in the camp com-
pared to 11% who don’t, and 55% of the respondents of Jaramana camp prefer to stay in the camp compared to 
40% who prefer to leave. 

Reasons for which young people prefer to remain in the camp or leave it varied.  Those who prefer to stay in the 
camp say it is for political, national or socio-economic factors.  Some of them stated that they want to stay in the 
camp so as to maintain their Palestinian identity.  “The national identity is stronger in the camp; it is enough 
to notice the di�erence between the accent of Palestinians in the camp, and that of a Palestinian from 
outside the camp.  Those outside the camp speak with a Syrian accent and we still speak with the accent 
of our people who are refugees here.”  (A young man from Yarmouk camp).  Others have said that the camp is 
their center, not only as their home as a refugee, but also as a constant reminder of their dream to return to their 
homeland.  Some preferred staying in the camp due to social relations, work and business interests, as they are 
familiar with the lifestyle and social structure inside the camp.  They do not feel they will likely compete with the 
larger markets or broader categories outside the camp.  Most of the young people who prefer to leave the camp, 
however, say that they prefer to do so due to the di�cult conditions in the camps, which include overcrowd-
ing and social problems, in addition to better opportunities available outside the camps.  A young man stated,  
“Yarmouk is better than other camps, but it is still a camp. Come and have a look at Alhajar Alaswad.  The 
sun doesn’t reach the streets there, not even at noon.  When I say I prefer to leave the camp and live some-
where else, my intention is to move to a more spacious neighborhood.  Of course I don’t like living in the 
poorer neighborhoods of Damascus.” 

Youth Membership in Organizations and Political Parties and their Willingness to 
Volunteer 
Survey results showed that more than a third of young people (about 38%) have been members of youth orga-
nizations or institutions, with a higher ratio among males than females.  Among youth who reported their mem-
bership, 62% said they were active at the time of their membership, compared to 34% who were inactive, and 
who contented themselves with formal membership.  Active membership was higher among males.

When young participants were asked about their motivation for joining youth institutions and organizations, 
the majority of young people who have been members reported that these institutions o�er a space for them 
to practice di�erent activities, and that most of the activities can be exercised for little to no expense.  They also 
stated that their involvement in Palestinian institutions serves their national cause and introduces them to new 
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people and experiences.  The young people who have never joined such organizations, however, do not want 
to get involved because they believe that some of them are linked to political factions.  Others considered that 
these institutions do not �t with their interests, or that they do not have enough time for such activities, and they 
prefer to focus their energies on study or work.

In regards to youth organizations and institutions, the majority of young people (71%) argued that attention 
should be focused on national and development aspects together, compared with 13% who believe that priority 
should be given to national issues and 7% who believe that the attention and the focus should be on develop-
ment.  A young man from Yarmouk camp said, “We should not separate development from the national is-
sue.  Finding job opportunities for our young people is just as important as strengthening their national 
identity. We cannot separate what is national and what is developmental.”  There is little information about 
the roles of Palestinian youth institutions outside the camps, although some youth who live outside the camps 
cooperate with organizations within the camp.  A young woman from Rukn al-Din reported, “It is easy to speak 
about Palestinians institutions and what can be done inside the camp, but outside the camps it is not pos-
sible because the Palestinians are dispersed.  This may be better because we live with other citizens and 
share their life experiences.” 

As for voluntary work, the majority of young people (83%) expressed their willingness to volunteer in a project 
held in the camp they live in, compared to about 6% who rejected the idea of   volunteerism, and 11% who felt 
that no one really works for free.  The detailed results showed that the demand for voluntary work is a�ected 
by gender and place of residence, as the desire to volunteer is higher among females compared to males, and 
higher in some camps compared to others.  For instance, the desire to volunteer reached up to 95% in Jaramana 
refugee camp, compared with 73% in Yarmouk camp.

Forty-two percent of respondents believe that young people are reluctant to join political parties because they 
fail to meet their aspirations, while 51% expressed a lack of con�dence in them.  The focus group participants 
reported that their aversion to Palestinian political factions based in Syria is mainly due to the fact that these par-
ties neglect the needs of the people there and instead focus on the political rivalries and factional competition 
re�ecting political attitudes of Palestine.  More importantly, the core of these parties has shifted to the Palestin-
ian territory and has marginalized refugee issues.  On the other hand, 22% state that policy and the political situ-
ation are the biggest motivation for youth involvement in political parties, compared to 19% who considered 
the �nancial factor to be their primary motivation for participation in political parties, while 49% felt that both 
factors motivate young people to become involved.  Concerning this, some young people considered that en-
gagement in political organizations is sometimes the only source of livelihood, especially with the high rates of 
unemployment. 

When the Syrian crisis was raised, the majority of young people stated that their position on the crisis is consis-
tent with their position on what is happening in the Arab countries, which is that Palestinians, wherever they 
are, support popular fair demands and at the same time reject all forms of violence regardless of who practices 
it.  They also spoke about the need for Palestinians to move away from interfering in a�airs of the states in which 
they live, regardless of their positions as individuals, groups or political factions, so as not to engulf Palestinians 
in additional crises.

Sources of Information and Media 
The results showed that 11% of young people read newspapers on a daily basis, compared with 72% who read 
them when they are available, and 14% who read them infrequently, with no di�erence attributed to gender.  
The majority of young people interviewed explained that they always read the daily newspapers, though this 
tends to be among the highly educated.  Moreover, some of them reported that the daily newspapers in Syria 
are not worth pursuing since they only express the o�cial view, and that they prefer other sources of informa-
tion such as the television and the Internet, which give them access to multiple points of view.  A young man 
from Yarmouk camp commented, “Our newspapers are issued by the same source, and its most important 
concern is the propagation of the o�cial point of view.  It is great that there is satellite and Internet now 
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to allow us to see and hear what the rest of the world has to say.”   In relation to newspaper content, politics 
receives the highest degree of interest among youth, with 31% of the respondents preferring to read political 
subjects, 18% preferring cultural subjects, 13% enjoying reading about subjects of local tragedies, 11% like art, 
and 10% prefer social, sports and entertainment.  A young woman reported about her lack of interest in political 
news saying, “Politics means nothing to me, no change is taking place concerning it, and today’s news is 
similar to that of last year or twenty years ago.  I prefer to search for some happy news.” 

As for satellite channels, it was found that 25% of respondents watch Al Jazeera regularly, 9% watch Al-Arabiya, 
11% the Palestine channel, 9% prefer music channels, 14% prefer entertainment channels, and 9% prefer foreign 
movies channels.  Finally, it was found that 80% of the respondents know how to use a computer while 16% do 
not know how to, most of whom are female. 

Gender Issues 
To measure the position of young people on some gender issues, results of the poll showed that half of the 
young people surveyed do not mind working under the direction of a woman, while about 26% are undecided, 
and 19% rejected the idea.  The Jaramana group showed extreme opinions where 35% reported that they refuse 
to work under the direction of a woman, compared to 11% in Homs, 14% in Damascus, and 23% in Aleppo.  For 
males, the Aleppo males were the most severe where the percentage of the naysayers reached 34%, followed by 
Jaramana males 31%,  Damascus males 13%, and Homs males 12%. 

In a related development, over 11% of the sample argued that women are �t to work in the house only, while 
84% rejected this view. Regarding whether or not the education of women contributes e�ectively to the devel-
opment of society, 93% answered with approval while only 1% rejected this notion.

Although the above attitudes are relatively positive, some of the discussions have revealed di�erent views.  For 
example when discussing personal freedom, men were less accepting of women’s enlarged role in society.  On 
the one hand, young males accept women’s enlarged roles in general, on the other hand they do not neces-
sarily support this in practice.  For example, many of the young males expressed their reservations in allowing 
young women to move away from their families in order to study.  They were also uncomfortable with women’s 
involvement in social activities in the public sphere through civil and social organizations.  Other young males 
argued that the Palestinian community in Syria is becoming more conservative, in line with the general atmo-
sphere there, especially due to the overcrowding in camps and neighborhoods inhabited by the Palestinians.  
This has led to the spread of societal problems which young males called “scoundrelism”.  As a result, most fami-
lies are more inclined to be more protective of their daughters.
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Conclusion

At the time this report was published, in January 2013, a group of young Palestinians, joined by international ac-
tivists, set up a tent camp in an area denoted as E-1, to protest the expansion of an illegal settlement on the edge 
of Jerusalem.  The camp, which was named Bab El Shams (door to the sun), was forcibly evicted by the Israeli 
military.  While these youth have been involved in organized, non-violent action against the occupation, creat-
ing their own ‘facts on the ground’, the leaders of Fatah and Hamas were making their way to Egypt, to hold yet 
again another set of ‘reconciliation’ talks.  The talks have led to no concrete agreement, as in all past talks, while 
Bab el Shams has captured international attention and has succeeded in highlighting the injustices of the oc-
cupation.  The youth have demonstrated that talk is not enough, that concerted and uni�ed action towards one 
goal in the form of popular non-violent struggle is what is needed to resist the occupation and liberate Palestine.  
No doubt the actions of these youth put to shame the lack of action from the political factions themselves.   This 
begs the question, what has changed in the last few years?  In the last Status Report Sharek produced in 2009, 
Promise or Peril, it ended with the assertion that youth ‘cannot wait for Palestinian factions to resolve their di�er-
ences.’   All across Palestine, through volunteerism, activism, social media, young Palestinians are asserting their 
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resilience, even in the absence of uni�ed support from their leaders.  What is needed is the support of the entire 
Palestinian community, including the involvement of larger numbers of youth who need to build their nation. 

Not far o� from this reality of young people in the Palestinian territory 1967, the Palestinian young people living in 
the surrounding Arab area are living their own challenges. In a changing Arab world Palestinian young people �nd 
themselves in the middle of everything where acting powers on the ground continuously attempt to involve the 
Palestinians in internal issues of those states.  Young people there take themselves from beyond Diaspora out of 
the challenges of poverty, unemployment, poor education, and citizenship and identity issues into a new level of 
exile; inside and outside their already existing exiles. We stand hopelessly useless even on the moral support level, 
perhaps even some of us try to justify their inadequacy to o�er support to their recurrent tragedies. We ought to 
o�er our apologies to them, for every day we stood still without reaching out to them ful�lling our responsibility 
towards them.  We must mobilize every possible e�ort from now on to be with them; young Palestinian in refugee 
camps and wherever they live are an inevitable part of history, the present and the future…..
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